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HICHARD J DURGHY CORPUTTEE ON APPROFIUATIONS
COMMITTEE O™ THE JUDICIARY

Ynited States Senate

- AND ADNINISTRATION
Aashington, DE 20510-1304

STt DR A TH LA

July 27,2015

The Honorable Gina McCarthy

Administrator. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator McCarthy:

[ write to inquire how the designation of S.S. Badger as a National Historical Landmark
(NHL.) by the Department of Interior would affect the ship’s obligation to comply with
regulations from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

When the S.S. Badger was originally nominated to reccive NHL. status in 2011, many
believed that 1t was another attempt by the ship’s owners to avoid meeting important water
quality standards. At the time, the S.S. Badger was exempt from federal Clean Water Act
regulations and was dumping more than 500 tons of coal ash dircetly into Lake Michigan cvery
year, [n addition to applying for Landmark designation, the S.S. Badger was pursuing legislation
to make permanent its exemption from current environmental standards.

l:fforts by the owners of the S.S. Badger avoid compliance with current environmental
standards werce particularly concerning, as coal ash contains heavy metals such as arsenic, lead,
and mercury. Lake Michigan is the primary source of drinking water for more than ten million
people. Lnvironmental and public health leaders opposed the NITL designation and called on the
S.S. Badger to stop discharging harmful pollutants into one of the country’s most precious
natural resourees.

This year, in compliance with a consent agreement with the EPA, the S.S. Badger is
operating without dumping coal ash in Lake Michigan. Before the ship is selected as a Historical
Landmark, EPA should confirm that this designation would not allow the Badger to shirk
compliance with any existing environmental standards or new standards that may be required to
protect the quality of our air or our water.

Sincerely,

Richard J. Durbin
United States Senator
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The Bonorable Richard J. Durbin
United States Senaie
Washington, D.C. 20510

Deear Senater Durbin:

Thank you for vour July 27, 2015 letter regarding designation of the S.5. Badger car ferry as a
Naticnel Historic Landmark.

S&ction 110() of the National Historic Preservation Act requires that federal agencies “to the
aximumm extent sossible, undertake such planning and actions as may be necessary to minimize

harm™ 10 }usmnc landmarks. 1f the S.S. Badger were designated as a historic landmark, the

U S Environmental Protection Agency would be required to evaluate all actvities related to the

S.S. Badger against this standard. The nature &ud exient of this evaluation would depend on the

SDC\.lL;CQ of the histosic landmark des: gnation and the particulars of the proposed EPA acton.

icer s nCminaiion as a \'z«.uma: Historie
Sraark cnienia, please contact 1. Paul Loetner,
‘opal Histone Landmarks Progrem., at

sou for your letter. If vou have fu

lease contact Ronne Beckmann

3
or Denise Fortin, the Region 5 L,oﬂresclonal g R6-3000.

oo

Susan Hedman
Regional Administrator
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RICHARD J. DURBIN COMMITTET ON ARPPROPRIATIONS

ILLINGIS COMMITTEE ON THE WD CIARY

[ 4 - Ny S
ASKISTANT DEMOCBATIC LEADER Ll"'t[d btat[s c%tnat[ COMMITTEE ON RULFS

AND ADNINGG TIHATION
Aashington, DE 20510-1504

July 30, 2015
The Honorable Gina McCarthy Christy Goldfuss
Administrator Managing Director
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Council on Environmental Quality
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW . 722 Jackson Place, NW
Washington DC 20460 Washington, DC 20503

Pear Administrator McCarthy and Managing Director Goldfuss:

I write to urge the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to initiate a Clean Water Act
404(c) veto for the St. Johns Bayou New Madrid Floodway project, and to make the Council on
Environmental Quality (CEQ) apprised of the request. Independent environmental impact
studies and studies done by the EPA, itself, conclude the project would destroy fish and wildlife
habitat. Moreover, it would adversely affect small towns up- and downriver from the project,
like Cairo, Illinois.

Clean Water Act section 404(c) gives EPA the authority to stop projects that would have
“an unacceptable adverse effect™ on, among other things, fishery areas (including spawning and
breeding arcas) or wildlife. EPA has already made the findings needed to support a veto when it
concluded that the project would “significantly alter fish and wildlife resources of regional and
national importance™ and cause “significant” impacts to the aquatic environment including “the
greatest loss of wetlands function in EPA Region 7’s history.™

As EPA and CEQ are aware, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Department of the
Interior have made similar findings. The Fish and Wildlife Service has concluded that the
project “would cause substantial, irretrievable losscs of nationally significant fish and wildlife
resources, and greatly diminish rare and unique habitats found in southeast Missouri.”™ The
Department of the Interior has determined that the project would degrade or destroy more than
53,000 acres of functional wetlands.

The Army Corps of Engineers’ own independent extcrnal peer review panel put these
impacts in chilling perspective when it concluded that the project would be the ‘straw that broke
the camel’s back ™™ for the river’s long term health and sustainability.

By promoting increased agricultural development in the New Madrid Floodway, the
project will also intensify the already substantial opposition to using the Floodway for its
intended purpose of diverting flood waters away from river communities during major floods.
Cairo and other Illinois communities are at particular risk. In 2011, delays in using the
Floodway led to devastating flooding in Olive Branch and millions of dollars in damages. Any
further delay could have completely wiped out Cairo. Dozens of community leaders, including
Cairo’s Mayor and Councilmembers, have called for a Clean Water Act veto of this project.
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The St. Johns Bayou New Madrid Floodway project could not be more at odds with the
Clean Water Act and this Administration’s commitment to wetlands protection, wildlife
conservation, and modern flood risk management. [ urge EPA to veto this project to protect the
environment and the safety and well-being of [Hlinoisans.

Sincerely,

Richard }. Durbin
United States Senator
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Congress of the Anited States
Washington, DG 20513

July 30, 2015

Administrator Gina McCarthy
Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator McCarthy:

We commend the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for moving forward with an
update to the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone, or smog.
Exposure to ozone can make it more difficult to breathe, trigger coughing and more
frequent asthma attacks, and cause long-term damage to the lungs. Research also
indicates that ozone exposure may increase the risk of premature death from heart or
lung disease. For these reasons, we are writing to express our strong support for a
science-based standard of 60 parts per billion (ppb). Despite the tremendous success of
the Clean Air Act, millions of Americans are still breathing unhealthy air. A strong smog
standard of 60 ppb would drive investments in clean energy and public transit
infrastructure, save taxpayers billions of dollars annually in health care costs, and save
lives.

Research clearly shows that air pollution harms some communities more than others.
Low income families and communities of color in particular bear a disproportionate
share of the burden. A 2011 study by the Centers for Disease Control found that Latinos,
Blacks, Asians and Pacific Islanders are more likely to live in areas where air pollution
fails to meet national standards. Further, communities of color are more likely to lack
access to adequate healthcare and experience higher levels of unemployment,
compounding the situation for too many families.

The current George W. Bush-era standard of 75 ppb fails to protect public health, not
only for low income families and communities ot color, but also for other vulnerable
populations like children, the elderly, people with breathing ailments like asthma, and
ountdoor workers. A strong standard of 60 ppb will reap tremendous public health
benefits. It is supported by extensive scientific rescarch and respected public health
organizations such as the American Lung Association, the American Heart Association,
the American Thoracic Suciety, the American Public Health Association, the American
Medical Association, and the American Academy of Pediatrics.

Clean air is a fundamental right currently denied to too many people. We urge the EPA
to stay true to the science and seize this opportunity to finalize a strong smog standard

that will protect Americans for generations to come. We look forward to working with
the EPA to implement an updated standard and appreciate consideration of our views.

Sincerely,

PRIBTED Ok RECYTLED FAFER



Puify GQke——

Keith Ellison

1
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Donald S. Befey Jr. hiaE rl Blumenauer
Member of Corfgfess Member of Congress
o Ogg_ aﬂ&’
Lois Capps
mber of Congress Member of Congress
ihatl & [, g

Michael E. Capuano Matt Cartwright
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Kathy (Jastor JudyChu
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Dav1d N. Clcxlhne g e
Member of Congress Menyber of Congress

ette D. Clarke Steve Cohen

ember of Congress Member of Congress

ah E. Cummings
er of Congress

onyers Jr.
ber of Congress

¢ O




[5-C0(-2)3F

o3 (A. Lo
Rosa L. DeLauro
Member of Congress
Makk DeSaulnier Theodore E. Deulc
Member of Congress Member of Congress
IemZ Chind =
Donna F. Edwards Sam Farr )
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Chaka Fattah Ruben Gallego
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Qlawx #&W”‘ ! /Ly %
Alan Grayson V Luis V. Gutiérrez

Member of Congress

12— bl

ber of Congress

Michael M. Honda
Member of Congress

Ste:e Israel

Member of Congress

Eddie Bernice Johnson
Member of Congress

cee L. Hastings




R. Langevi
Meémber of Congress

Sod W Lo

Ted Lieu
Member of Congress

Carolyn ?.‘éagoney 9

Member of Congress

| McDermott
ber of Congress

Qtw M
M 7 el

/ﬁerrold Nadler
Member of Congress

Yo g 1A

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Lo f

- ey

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

'-sde/Q——'
a7
Barbara Lee
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The Honorable Raul M. Grijalva
LS. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C_ 20515

Dear Congressman Grijalva:

Thank you tor vour letter of Tuly 30, 2015, to ULS. Environmental Protection Ageney Administrator
Gina McCarthy regarding the Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQN) proposed rule.
Fhe Administrator asked that | respond on her behalf,

As vou know, the EPA sets NAAQS to protect public health and the environment trom six common
pollutants. including ground-level ozone. The Clean Air Act requires the EPA to review these standards
every tive years to ensure that they are sutticiently protective. On November 25, 2014, the LPA
proposcd 1o strengthen the NAAQNS tor ground-level ozone. based on extensive seientitie evidenee about

osond's eltects.

We have made great progress inamproving ar quabty and public health in the United States. and 1t has
not come at the eapense b our cconomy . Indeed. over the past H) vears, atr potlution has decrcased by
nearly 70 percent while the economy has tripled.

[ appreciate vour comnments on the ozone proposal and have asked my sttt to place your letter i the
dacket tor the rulemaking.

Again, thank you tor vour letter. I vou have further questions, please contact me or vour staft may
contact Josh Lowis in the TPATS Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at
Spn e o (2027 S64-2095,

Simcerely.
N\ &SQLe

Janet G MeCabe
Acting Assistant Admmstrator

brboe et Adkidress  UHL) @ Bifp mwew S,
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Congress of the Anited States
House of R"epresentalives

June 16,2015

Ihe Honorable Gina McCuarthy
Administrator

LS. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 204060

Dear Administrator McCarthy:

We write today 10 express our support for the role that biomass power plays in our Nation's
energy supply, and to request that EPA take action to remove regulatory ambiguities in the
treatment of utility-scale biomass power as a renewable resource. Blomass is a renewable fonn
of energy that provides jobs for our rural communitics, promotes healthy forests, and otfers an
environmental solution for organic material that would otherwise be landfilled, lett to decay in
the forest or on farm fields, or simply burned. Converting these low-value materials to
electricity 18 a win for the environment and our economy.

I'he primary source of biomass feedstock tor electricity comes from “low-value™ wood and
agricultural residues. While biomass varies hy region. all hiomass fuels for electricity share a
conunon trait, namely, a material that has no higher velue use in the marketplace. Biomass
feedstocks tor electricity are not generally “grown™ or “harvested™ for cnergy. but are a by-
product of non-cuergy uses. Whether trom torests (tops. limbs, thinnings), farms {(rice hulls,
bagasse, orchard prunings) or the urban environment (pallets. railroad ties and other forms of
“waste wood”). bromass power’s use of these materials should be encouraged for producing
clectricity

While EPA has been generally supportive of biomass power in recent documents, how the
ageney intends o treat bliomass power continues to be ambiguous at best. We request that EPA
maove quickly to clarity the extent to which these factlities will be covered by proposed carbon
criusston rules. Providing this regulatory certainty, including through full or partial exemption
trom these rules, could promote a diverse energy portfolio and contribute to healthy forests,
tarms, and rural communities.

Ihank you for your tumely consideration ot our request. We look torward to your responsc and
to continuing to work with vou in serviee of the Amertcan people.

Sinccerely.

s Wt La™ oy 4 St

’ i ’
Ann MclLane Kuster v Bruce Westerman
Member of Congress Member of Congress




The Honcrable Gina McCarthy

Page 2
June 15, 2018
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The Honorable Bruce Westerman
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

- Dear Congressman Westerman:

Thank you for your letter dated June 16, 2015, to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator
Gina McCarthy regarding the role ot biomass in the proposed Clean Power Plan (CPP) and the need to
recognize the multiple benefits of sustainably-sourced, renewable biomass feedstocks. The
Administrator asked that I respond on her behalf.

As noted in my November 19, 2014, memorandum to the EPA’s Regional Air Division Directors, the
agency is taking the next steps in its ongoing work to address the issues associated with biogenic carbon
dioxide (CO;) emissions from stationary sources as a part of a broad climate strategy.

To continue advancing the agency’s technical understanding of the role biomass can play in reducing
overall greenhouse gas emissions, the EPA has developed a second draft of the technical report, the
Framework for Assessing Biogenic Carbon Dioxide (COz) from Stationary Sources. The revised report
takes into account the latest information from the scientific community and other stakeholders. The EPA
is continuing to refine its accounting work through a second round of targeted peer review with the
Science Advisory Board.?

The memorandum also describes the EPA’s current thinking pertaining to biogenic CO; emissions in the
context of the CPP. The agency expects that state reliance on waste-derived feedstocks and agricultural-
and forest-derived feedstocks from sustainable practices may be approvable elements of state
compliance plans under the CPP. This approach is consistent with the goal in the President’s Climate
Action Plan to reduce greenhouse gases and promote climate resiliency of forests. Conservation and
sustainable management can help to ensure our forests and other lands continue to remove carbon from
the atmosphere while also improving soil and water quality, reducing wildfire risk, and otherwise
managing tforests to be more resilient in the face of climate change. Many states already recognize the
importance of forests and other lands tor climate resilience and mitigation, and have developed a variety
of sustainable forestry and land use management policies and programs to address these concerns.

2 The revised draft Framework, SAB peer review request memo and the November 19, 2014 memorandum can be found at:
hip: epa.goy climatechange gheemissions: bivgenic-emissions.html. Information regarding the Science Advisory Board peer
review process can be found at: hiip: " wavw.epit.govisab.

Internet Address (URL) « http //iwww epa.gov
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Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may
contact Josh Lewis in the EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at
lewis.joshiadepa.gov or (202) 564-2095.

Sincerely,
N &SSOl

Janet G. McCabe
Acting Assistant Administrator
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June 11, 2015

The Honorable Gina McCarthy
Administrator

U.S Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W,
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator McCarthy:

I am writing regarding the manner and methods of mandatory public notice under the federal
Safe Drinking Water Act. | am particularly concerned about the Agency's Stage 2 Disinfectants
and Disinfection Byproduct Rule and its effect on small and rural communities.

Numerous communities in Mississippi have violated this rule. They have expressed concern that
the burden of the required public notice is not commensurate with the publnc health risk
associated with these violations.

I would be cager to know your position or comments on the following questions regarding the
public notification requirements under this rule:

» Should any or all violations of the rule be ¢ligible for online reporting? Would this be
consistent with the Agency’s January 3, 2013, policy allowing for the electronic delivery
of certain violations and mandatory reporting?

o Should some or all violations of the rule be eligible for annual reporting? Would this be
consistent with the Agency’s public notice category allowing communities up to a year to
provide notice of a situation to customers and allow reporting in the Consumer
Confidence Reports?

« Is there any level of violation (i.c. a temporary exceedance of less than 1 part per billion
above the standard) that would be a de minimis public health risk?

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter.

Sincerely,
Y

us Su‘ Roger T. Wicker

CC: Nancy Stoner, Acting Assistant Administrator for Water, EPA
CC: Peter C. Grevatt, Director, The Office of Ground Water and Drinking Water, EPA

e XAMIECD DTALCS Denate
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QFFICE OF WATER

The Honorable Roger F. Wicker
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Wicker:

Thank you for your June 11, 2015, letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency regarding the
public notification requirements in the Stage 2 Disinfectants and Disinfection Byproducts Rule (Stage 2
rule). The Stage 2 rule was promulgated by the EPA in 2006 to strengthen public health protection from
disinfection byproducts. Disinfection is critical to inactivate microbial pathogens but must be balanced
to minimize the risks from disinfection byproducts that can form through reaction of disinfectants with
naturally occurring materials in the water.

Public notification is intended to ensure that consumers are made aware of potential problems with their
drinking water, such as an exceedance of a health-based drinking water standard or a failure to monitor
as required by the regulation. Public notification requirements in the Stage 2 rule are categorized into
three tiers, each containing specific instructions on when and how the information may be delivered. For
example, a Tier | notification involves the most immediate health impacts and requires public water
systems to inform their customers within 24 hours using media outlets or personally delivering notices
to their customers. A Tier 2 notification is issued when a contaminant exceeds the health standard but
the contaminant does not pose an immediate risk to human health. Our regulations for Tier 2
notifications require the public water system to notify their customers within 30 days of the violation. A
Tier 3 notification is for minor violations with limited health impacts. Our regulations for Tier 3
notifications allow up to a year for delivery, and allow the information to be shared in the annual
consumer confidence report (CCR).

In your letter, you requested that the Agency address several questions regarding how utilities are able to
communicate violations to the consumer. Responses to these questions are found below.

e Should any or all violations of the rule be eligible for online reporting? Would this be consistent
with the Agency's January 3, 2013, policy allowing for the electronic delivery of certain violations
and mandatory reporting?

In 2012, the EPA conducted the Consumer Confidence Report Rule Retrospective Review to explore
ways to promote greater transparency and public participation in protecting the nation’s drinking water.
The result of this review was the publication of an interpretive memorandum that clarified the
requirements of the CCR rule associated with electronic delivery. Some of the Stage 2 rule violations are

internet Address (URL) « hitp //iwww.epa.gov
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eligible for online annual reporting, consistent with the interpretive memorandum. Examples of Tier 3
violations under the Stage 2 rule include monitoring violations and failure to comply with an approved
testing method.

The memorandum does not apply to non-community water systems, some of which may be required to
comply with the Stage 2 rule. Non-community water systems are not subject to the CCR rule and
therefore are required to notify the public of Tier 3 violations in accordance with the Public Notification
rule.

o Should some or all violations of the rule be eligible for annual reporting? Would this be
consistent with the Agency’s public notice category allowing communities up to a year to provide
notice of a situation to customers and allow reporting in the Consumer Confidence Reports?

As noted above, EPA allows community water systems to report Tier 3 violations such as monitoring
violations through the annual CCR. By allowing this reporting to be done electronically through the
annual CCR, EPA significantly reduced the public notification burden on community water systems.

o Is there any level of violation (i.e. a temporary exceedance of less than 1 part per billion
above the standard) that would be a de minimis public health risk?

The Safe Drinking Water Act requires the EPA to establish Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCL) for
regulated drinking water contaminants that are both protective of human health and can be achieved
using the best available technology. These statutory requirements do not allow for consideration of a de
minimis public health risk above the MCL.

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me, or your staff may
contact Cathy Davis in the EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at
Davis.CatherineM@epa.gov or 202-564-2703.

Sincerely,

Kt fpnc

Kenneth J. Kopocis
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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Representative Pete Olson
N House of Representatives
Washington, 1D.C. 20513

Bew Representative Olson

Fhaak vou lor your May 27, 2005 fetter regarding the U S Eavironmental Protection Ageney’s use of
Soctal Medi Taant w assure you that the EPACS use of soctal media in no way violates the Anti-
Lobbying Act. Ruther, the EPA™s use of social media in its outreach and engagement is not unique., and
rswell grounded i federal law and executive branch dircetives. 1t is also appropriately supported and
bounded by internal EPA guidance and poticies.

The E-Government Act of 2002 recognized the importance of promating the “use of the Internet and
other infermation technologies ta provide increased opportunities for citizen participation in
Gevernment ™ Seetion 206 of that Law. entitled "REGUT ATORY AGENCHS. lavs out two purposcs.
o e mprove pertormancee in the development and issuanee of agencey regulations by usig
miormaton technologey to increase access. accountabihiy, and tanspareoncy: and (2) enhance public
participation i Government by electronic imeans, consistent with reguirements under. . the
Admumistratine Procedures Act™

President Obama's mamo on fransparency and Open Gosermment encouraees federal agencies to use
new technologies to communicate with and engage with the pubhe.” The Otfice of Management and
Budgct Drrective that followed amplitied the importance of reaching out to the pubhe. and tasked
tederal agencies to “promaote mformed participation by the public.”™ and “proactively use modemn
technology o disseminate uselul informavon,”™

Fhe ctiective and appropriate use of soctal media to reach the pubhic has been one piece of the EPATS
CHort W inerease transpareney and promoie participation in rulemaking. The 2001 1PA Social Media
Poliey established that “it s FPAs policy o use socal media where appropriate in order to meet its

Pub. 1. No 347107, 116 St 2901
Pub 1o N0 37-107, 116 Sa. 2915,
See ransparency aid Open Goverrment (Jan, 21, 2009), at
s witehouse govithe_press_oflice Transparency _and_Open_Government
CNee Upent Gavernment Divecrnee (Deeember 8, 20093,
svwn whitchouse. goy sites defanlt tiles ombyvassets memoranda_207 04 1a-006 !’
/7 ReeycledTRacyclable

s L; Procted 30 paOsC IAat errtyng
NI atleast 75% rocyoed (hor



Thank vou again tor vour letter. 1 vou have questioas, please contact me or have vour s1aff contact Fom
inekerson in our Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at dickersontom a cpa.gov or
1202) 504-3638.

Sieerely,

Thomas Reynolds
Associate Admpustrator
Otfice of Public Allairs

Faclosures

fo EPA Social Media Pohiey, Classification No., C10O 21840 (June 20, 2011).

2. Using Social Media to Commumicate with the Public, Classification No. C1O 2184.0-P02 1 (June
20, 2011).
Fo Memorandum from General Counsel Scott Fulton, Guidanee on budirect Lobbying (Iebruary 2.

2010),
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‘The Honorable Gina McCarthy
Administrator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20460

Administrator McCarthy,

As you are awarc, there have been reportst!! recently regarding the Environmental Protection
Agency’s use of social media to solicit public support during the rulemaking process for
controversial regulatory initiatives. In fact, concerns have been raised that the Agency’s efforts
go far beyond providing the public with information and reflect agency media campaigns that arc
not an appropriate part of the federal rulemaking process. Given the critical importance of'a
transparent, ncutral and objective rulemaking process under the Administrative Procedures Act, 1
find the reports about EPA’s actions troubling. This is especially a concern given that the
example provided; the Waters of the United States rule is among thc more controversial actions
the EPA has undertaken in recent years.

In light of these issucs, 1 respectfully request that you answer the following questions:

e What directives has the Agency provided to employees regarding the use of social media
generally?

o Who within the EPA is ultimately responsible for approving or denying use of social
media relating to significant rulemakings?

o Tor which rulcs or proposed Agency actions has the EPA used social media to solicil
public support? Please identify all such rulemakings or proposcd actions. (i.c. multiple
postings regarding the benefits of an action).

What was the inteuded result of these postings?

e [las the Agency or any Agency staff explicitly encouraged the public to comment in the

ofticial docket on the bencefits of any rule in the last six years?

M {1pton, Eric, and Coral Davenport. “Critics Hear €.P.A’s Voice in ‘Public Comments’.” The New York Times, 18
May 2015. http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/19/us/critics-hear-epas-voice-in-public-comments.html. 21 May
2015
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o Has the Agency or any Agency staff explicitly encouraged the public to cxpress support
for an Agency action to clected officials of the legislative branch?

e  What policies or procedures are in place to ensurc that the Agency complies with
prohibitions against grass roots lobbying?

ook forward to your prompt and substantive responses on this matter.

Very respectfully,

Rt (W

Pete Olson
Member of Congress
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MARIA CANTWELL
WASHINGTON

{J 717 HARY SENATE Ommize BYILDING
Wagninaran, DC 206104706
(202) #84=J441
Fax: (202) 228-0314

Hnited Btates Benate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4706
April 14,2015

Ms. Laura Vaught

Associate Administrator for Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations
Bnvironmental Progection Agency

1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW, Room 3426 ARN

Washington, D.C, 20460-0001

oL

Dear Laura,

My constituent,

2/46

COMMITTRES:

COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

ENERQY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

INDIAN AFFAIRS
SMALL BUSINESS

. has contacted my office for assistance with an issue

within your jurisdiction. The following document(s) provide an explanation of my constituent's
concerns. | would appreciate your prompt attention to this matter, and I look forward to your

response,

Please direct your response to Bryan Raines in my Spokane Office. Bryan Raines can be reached

as follows:

Bryan Raines

920 West Riverside Avenue
Spokane, WA 99201

Phone: (509) 353-2507

Fax: (509) 353-2547
bryan_raines@cantwell.senate.gov

If you need any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact my office, Thank you

for your assistance in this matter,

Sincerely,

Maria Cantwell
United States Senator

MC: BR
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MARIA CANTWELL COMMITTIES
VIASHNCTON COMMERLE A6 INCE ANS

TRANEMOATATI(IN

ENTAGY AND NATURAL
AESQUACKS

Mnited States Denate

mmas athans

WASHINGTON, DC 206104705 WAL HINLSE

The Privacy Act of 1974 is a Federal law designed to protect you from unauthorized use and exchange of
personal information by Federal ngencies. Any information that a Federal Agency hes on file regarding
your dealings with the United States gavernment may not. with a fow exceptions, be glven to another
agency or to o Senator or Member of Cangress without your written permission,

PLEASE DESCRIBE THE SITUATION WITH WHICH YOU ARE REQUESTING ASSISTANCE

1, Faliura by the U.S. Environmental Pratection Agsncy to respond to my numerous requasts 1o resolve
an erronsous debt.

2. The debt (Q28702885380) was created In October 2014 by the Deparimant of the Interior, who
handled EPA's payroll at that tima, baged on & corrected tima shesls for pay perlod 201418, During the
time In question, | was using EPA's Leave Bank and the figuras and information DO! provided to support

tha claim wera totally incorract,
3. In Octobar, DO informed me that the collection had besn transferred to Wt at EPA's
headquarters {or collection (Bill #15P032),

4. Since Octeber | hava attemptad to get rasalution to thie debt, but no ane fram HQ or Finance
Dspartmant has contacted me.
§. Attached |s a timeline of my sfforts.

1 hereby request the nssistance of the Office of United States Senator Maria Cuntwell in resolving the
matter described above and authorize Senator Cantwvell and her staff to receive any information which
they might need in order to provide this nssistance.

pATE: 03/25/2015 SIGNED: Wﬂ%

{

NAME: W EMAIL: , Wm
ADDRESS: Wﬂé@

cITY: Federal Way STATE: WA ZIP: 98023

DAY PHONE: %(W% EVENING PHONE: W
SSN: - Mm DOB: W ALIEN ID #;

OTHER CLAIM &,
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Request for assistance on behalf o’ W

Enclosed are my e-mails, timesheets and letters regarding the approval to use
EPA’s leave bank and the debt notices (monthly).

1 can also provide my Leave and Earning Statements should you need them.
Please be aware that | was out of the office for a family medical emergency

starting approximately August 6, 2014 and subsequently retired from the EPA
on September 30, 2014.
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United States Department of the Interior

OFPICE OF THE SECRETARY e
Interior Business Center - By ioas
Payrol| Operations Division . Usiness
PO Box 272030 <~ Lenter
Denver, Colorado 80227-9030
10/14/2014
- '4" . ': -

BILL FOR COLLECTION B
DEBT ID: Q2870268580

Subject: Pay Adjuatment

This Is to notify you that we will make & deduction of up to 15 percent of your disposable
pay™ beginning next pay period 201422 to satisfy a debt. The debt was the result of a time
sheet correction submitted by your agency for pay periods(s) 201419.

If you believe you had no reason to recogniza that you incutred this debt, and that collection
would be against equity and good conscience, you may apply for a walver of repaymant of
this bill. Your request must explain the oircumstances of the overpayment to the best of your
knowledge, and must tell what steps you took, if any, to bring the matter to the atteation of
the appropriate official and the agency's response. Please inolude the following on your
request:

1. Your name, daytime phone number, e-mail address, mailing address and signarure;

2. The bill number and the amount of the debt;

3. The reason for requesting a weiver,

4. Copies of all supporting documentation for the indebtedness. Bxamplas applicable
SF-50's for personne] related indebtodness; Federal Employees Health Benefit
elcction form for health indebtedpess; and Federal Employecs Group Life Insurance
election fortn und SP-50's for life Insurance indebtednass;

5. Please send your request to:

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Richard Feldman
1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Mall Stop 2399A
Washington, DC 20460-0001
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Please submit & capy of your walver request to this office so that we can suspend collection
actions, Maijl the copy to;
DOI - Interior Business Center
Payrol! Operations Division
Attn: Debt Management Branch D-2640
P.O. Box 272030
Denver, CO 80227-9030

If this bill is not paid in total by the end of this calendar year, the unpaid amount will be
included on your W2 as taxable incoms for this tax year.

Collection will be made under the authority of the Debt Collection Impravement Act of 1996,
The Debt Collection Improvement Act exempts the requirements of due process prior to
offset if the overpayments are “routine intra-agency adjustatents of pay that are attributable to
clerical or administrative arrors or delays in processing pay documents that have occurred
within the four pay perlods preceding the adjustment and to any adjustruent that amounts to
$50 orless."

If you have questions concerning the specifics of the dabt, please contact Matt Neyer of the
Debt Management Branch at 303-969.6630 or matthew_neyer@ibe.dol.gov,
*Disposable pay, (o this purpass, & definad as your blwwekly growa pey ltsg deductiony nﬂulm by law (retirement, thes® savings plun,

federl. state, local taxes, Medicam, OASDY, regular 1t fnsurance, and health benefit promium) and any other debt owed 1o the Unlied
States Govemmant,
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Atftachment

As indicated in the bill, you were overpaid in the pay periods indicated bslow. The

information below lists tha pay codes and amounts, which were part of the overpayment. The
total gross overpayment is listed. The net amount you must repay I8 the gross overpayment

minus any amount that can be recovered from another entity (Such as Medicare).

Adjustment Processing Effective
Pay Code Pay Period Pay Period
REGULAR 201421 201419
ANN LEAVE USED 201421 201419
§ICK LEAVE - USED 201421 201419
HOLIDAY « NOT WORKED 201421 201419
CREDIT HOURS ~ USEKD 201421 201419
TIME OFF AWARD - USED 201421 201418
LV BK=-SELF MEDICAL USED 201421 201419

Total Gross Pay Adjustments:
Less Applicablas Reooverablea:

Fedaral withholding:
State Withholding:
Local Withholding:
Medicare:

OASDI:

Retirement:

T6P:

Nat to be Pald by Employee:

Time
-34 .15

-4.00
-2.00

34.15

Amount

§1,736.48
$202.80
§101.40

$0.00
§0.00
80.00
~§1,736.48

$304.20

-821.77
§0.00
80.00
-$4.41
-818.86
-$2.43

-345.63

§211.10

7146
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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY y
Interlor Business Centor - Interior
Peyroll Operations Division ) B\!::lnt,‘bb
PO Bax 272030 et Cuenter

Denver, Colorodo §0227-9030
1(/14/2014 Reprint

Bill for Collection: Q2870268580
Bill Date: 10/14/2014

Your debt in the amount of 2{1.10 has been transferred 11/10/2014. Responsibility for
collection of this debt has been trunsferred to;

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Leonice Stewart
1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW
MC 2734R
Washington, DC 20460-0001

You will be receiving a new bill from that office. Please contact them with any questions
regarding the debt. Do not make payments to the Interior Business Center. If you make
payment prior to reeelving further notice from your empioyer, plense make your check
payable to your employer not the Department of the Interior.
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BILL FOR COLLECTION BILL NO. 15P032
BUREAU/OFRICE FOR REMITTANCE PAYABLE DATE
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 12/11/14
WASHINGTON HEADQUARTERS
ADDRESS FOR MAILING PAYMENT AMOUNT OF
USEPA- FINANCIAL SERVICES DIVISION - | PAYMENT
OFFICE OF FINANCIAL SERVICES
P.0. BOX 979074
ST. LOUIS, MO 631979000 $211.10

PAYER

nmscnnmo% -+ o Mom

Our records indicate that you separated from the Agency on September 6, 2014. Afler $211.10
separation, you received payment for 4 hrs of annual leave and 2 hrs of sick leave used for the
pay period ending Septernber 6, 2014, and as a result, & bill has beon established.

This overpayment, in the amount of $211.10, represents your net indebtedness to the Agency.
If the net repayment of $211.10, is not received by Decembor 27, 2014, you will be
responsible for repaying the gross amount of $304.20. The gross amount of your
overpeyment includes taxes, benefits and other deductions that the Agency will bs unable to
recoup on your behalf after December 27, 2014,

According to the Agency debt collection procedures and to avoid additional charges, payment
must be received within 30 days from the bill date. If payment is not received, interest will
accrue an the amount dus at 1% por ennum through the date of payment. A late payment
handling chargs of $15.00 will be imposed after 30 days with an additional charge of $15.00
for each subsequent 30 day period. A 6% per annum penalty will be applied on any amount
not paid within 90 days of the due date.

Repayment may be made by sending a check payable to the Agency st the address abave.




Apr-14-2015 12.03 PM CANTSPO 5093532547

N
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You may request the following regarding your debt;

* To inspect and copy the records relating to the dabt.

* To dispute the validity or amount of the debt by requesting a hearing pursuant to the salary
offset provisions at 5 CFR § 550.1104(e), and 40 CFR § 13.22(d), The hearing request
should be forwarded to the Office of Pinancial Services who will be responsible for
scheduling the hearing,

* To enter into a writien agreement for a repayment schedule subject to approval by the
Office of Financlal Services.

* To request that the debt be compromisad or terminated by the Office of Finanoial Services’
Financial Management Officer in accordance with ths Agency Managemant Dirsctivas and
the standardg set forth at 40 CFR § 13.25 end 13.32.

* To request & walver of claim for salary overpayment under 5 USC § 5584 and 40 CFR §
13.22(g). This request Is made through your Human Resources Officer. The Human
Resources Officer will forward the request for welver ta the Director, Office of Financial
Services (2734R) for processing.

If you have any questions or wish to pursue a course of action as stated above, you must
notify Leonice Stewart via e-mail (stewart.leonice@epa.gov) in writing within 30 days from
the date of this notice.

10/48

IMPORTANT: A recsipt will be {ssued for al| cash remittances and for
all other reminances when required by applicable procedures. Fellwreto | AMOUNT DUE
receive & receipt for oash payment should be promptly reported to the
bureaw/office shown above,

$211.10

EPA Form 2505-4 (9-73) REPLACES FORM D1-1040 WHICH IS OBSOLETE.
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«iD ‘.74%
? A ‘5 UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENGY
im g WASHINGTON, D.C. 20480
Yt ot JAN 20 20%

e TICE OF
Dear WE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

Our records indicaie your account has been outstanding for more than 30 days and is delinquent. As
indicated in your previous bill, number 152015P032 you are indebied to the Environmentnl Protection Agency
for $319.45 for un overpayment, Please keep in mind you are now responsible for repaying the adjusted amount
0i'$304.20 plus any accrued fees. The first notification of your debt to the Agenay was sent via regular mail on
12/11/14, This amount may include interest. handling and penalty charges, Please mail your check or money
order payable to:

US EPA Financial Servicey Division
ONice of Financial Servicos
Miscellaneous Fecs

P, 0. Box 979075

St. Louis, MO 63197.9000

Ploase reference the bill number above., A summary ol the amount due is shown below:

Account Nescription Overpaynient
13il} Numbur 152015P032
Principle Amount 304.20
Interest Charge 0.25
Handling Charge 15.00
Penalty Charge

Amount now due 319.45

Please note that delinquent debt may also be referred to the Department of Treasury for cellection
action. "The Departiment of Treasury will assess udditional serviting led 10 the amount of a referred debt, The
Depariment of Treasury muy also report debls to credil reporiing agencics, refer debis 10 collection agencies,
and oi¥set the amount from Federal payments to the debtor and ke other actions deemed necessary to collect
the funds.

IF vanr haws winee wsarinng regarding this notice, please conact W

Sincerely,

; /Adam Feul, AGling Section Chicl

Payroll Accounting and Outreach Seciion
QOfTice of Financial Services

Internel Agdress (URL) o Mip: Im () cov
Recycied/Recyciuble & Pantad win Vagalable Od Based Inka on 1004 P Chil Free Revysied Paper
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. &1‘0 3?4,'0.
£ UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20480
et ...mé“' FEY 1 Qs

'd

OFFICE O
CHIEP FINANCIAL OFFICER

Our records indicate your account has been outstanding for mora than 60 days and is delinquent. As
indicated in your previous bill, number 152015P032 you are indebted 10 the Environmental Protection Agency
for $334.70 for an overpayment. The first notification of your debt 10 the Agency was sent via regular mail on
1211714, This amount may include interest, hundling and penalty charges. Please mail your check or money
arder payalle ta:

US EPA F'inanciul Services Division
Office of Financial Services
Miscellaneous Fees

P. O. Box 979075

St. Louis, MO 63197-9000

Please reterence the bill number ahove. A summary of the amount due 13 shown below:

Accoum Description Overpayment
B3ill Number 152015P032
Principle Amount 304.20
Imerest Charge 0.50
Handling Charge 30.00
Pepally Charge 0,00
Amount now due 334.70

Please note thut delinquent debt may also be referred 10 the Department of Treasury for collection
action. ‘The Depaniment of Treasury witl asscss additlonal servicing fec to the amount of a referred debt. The
Poparument o Treakury may also report debts to credit reporting agencley, refer debts to collection ugencies,
and olfset the aimount from Federnl prymentus W the debtor and take other actions deemed necessary to collect
the funds, :

If you have any questions regarding this notice, please contact Leonice Stewart on (202) 564-4812 or

! at Stewant, Leoniec@EPA. gov,

Sincerely,

> i 1o
R 2 /
- dd‘ém e, Acé)sjction Chicf

Payroll Accounting and Qutreach Section
Office of Financial Services

inlemal Address o hilp Awww 608 Qov
RocycigdiRecyciablo @ Prinied wilh Vegelable O nna}w.n 100% Posiconstimes, Procass Chianne Fiaa Recycied Papar
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&ﬂw 'rIYQ
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

w 3 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20480

“m" MAR 1 7 2015

OrpiCE OF
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

‘The 1.8, Environmental Protoction Agency holds s delinqueni detit for which you are responsible. The
purpose of this letter is to not only request payment, but to advise you of'the various debt collection procedures
thut EPA may use to collect this debt and your rights should paymeni not be received within in 30 days of
receipt of this leter.

The Deht

The amount ol your debt is $349.95 und it is sill outstanding, Yot are strongly urged Lo make payment
immediaely referencing Aceount 152014PU32 on your check or mowy order and mailing it to the following
adreys:

S EPA Finnnciol Services Division
Offico of Financial Scrvices
Miscellaneous Fees

P. O, Box 979078

St. Louis, MO 63197-9000

You may also enter into a repayment ngreement, if you wish, by contacting Leonice Stewart via e-mail

at Ngwiart . conigen@ GPA MOV,
Collecti ogedurc

The Deficit Reduction Act of 1984 end its amendments authorized the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) in
1994 1o deduct government debis such us yours from 1ax refunds (refund offset)., In addition, the Debt
Collection linprovemeni Act of 1996 authorizes government agencics 1o refer 1o delinquent debig to the
Department of Treasury's Financial Managemiont Service (FMS) for Cross-Servicing as a means of collection.
This ACT also authorizes FMS to use other collection tools such as having gavernmont agencies serve as deby
collection centers, commeting with private collection contraciors und using the Depariment of Justice for
fitigntion.

Your Rights

If you liled for hankrupicy, arc married (iling a joint income tax return or feel that this debt is not past
due or legully enforceable, you should note the fallowing:

. If you have filed for bankrupicy and an automatic siay of bankruptey is in ¢ffoct, you ace not subject (o
the refund oflser whilc the automatic ftay remains in cfTect. To be exempt (rom this offset, you must
provide o prool of bankrupicy 10 this ofTice at the address indicated above.

Umeret ASuress (URL) @ hiip iwvww.opa.gov
Rocyciot/Racycianle & Phniad with Vagaisble ou B3804 inks O 100% Pulwnumm Process Chioring Fres Racyciad Paper
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. If you are macried, filing a joint income tax return and you inourred this debt separaiely from your
gpouse, who has no lega! responsihility for this debt and who has income and withhaolding and/ar
extimated tnx payments, he or she may be entitled to receive his or her portion of the joint refund. You
should contaet the IRS before filing your return regarding the steps to take to prolect the share of the
refund which may be payable to your non-obligated spouse.

If you abjeet 10 this collection action ar balieve that this debt is not past due or not legally enforceable,
you may request ta inspect the Agency’s records or request a review. However, you must do so, in
writing via email, within 60 days from the date of this notice. Your requests should be addressed
glewart leanice@epa.gov  After n determination is made, you will be notified of our decision.

. To request that the debt be compromiscd or terminated by the Office of Financial Services' Acting
Payroll Management & Ouireoch StafY Director, Sherri’ L. Anthony, in accordanca with the Agency
Management Dircctives and the standards set forth 3t 40 CFR § 13.25 and 13.32.

. To request a waiver of claim for salary overpayment under § USC § 5584 and 40 CFR § 13.22(g). This
request is made through your Human Resources Officer. The Human Resources Oflicer will forward
the request for waiver to the Director, Office of Financial Services (2734R) for processing.

Your inunedisie attention to this gerious matier will be greatly appreciated. If you have any questions
regarding this notice, plmsc contact Leonice Stewart on (202) 564-4812 or e-mail at
B

Sincerely.

Sheni® L. Anthony, 'Acting Stall Di a
Poyroll Management & Outreach Stol¥
Office of Financial Services
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From:

Sent; Fﬂd:%pumw 12, 2014 1107

o3 “ _Lyemoti

Ce: s e e

Subject: RE: Leave bank spprova! for W

W ""fL‘f"m form; % Mhon not ,,Mg, )

Thanke!

From:!
Sent: Friday, September 12, 2014 11:06 AM
To:~ " 7/

Subject: Leava bank approval for WP%

EMAIL LEAVE BANK DECISION NOTIFICATION TO RECIPIENT, SUPERVISOR, TIME
KEEPER and COORDINATOR

FROM: Leave Bank Board

- .W has been approved as a reciplent of pald leave through EPA's Leave Bank
Program,

The employee has been approved for 216 hours from the EPA Leave Bank. these hours have been
processed In DFAS and People Plus and Is avaliable for use. This leave can be used retroactively back to pay
period beginning 08-24-14. The TRC cade for reporting this lesve is LVBUS. Leave bank hours are
only authorized during the time of the medical Emsrgency, August 25, 2014 to Saptember 30,
2014.

NOTE 7O SUPERVISOR: An employae must be facing at least 24 hours in pay pariod in order to

qualify to use the laave bank hours, the approval of these hours was basad on the amplayee :
facing at laast 24 hours In a pay period. 7 -

The employee ig authorized to use the approved leave bank hours consecutivelyto July 21, 2013.
Medlical documentation does not stata Intermittent use of thess hours, '

Pleasa note that If required an amployee recelving leave bank hours must request the use of this leave the
same as &ny other leave by submitting 8 SF71, Request for Leave or Approvad Absence, and that the
Supervisor meke the Ana/ determination about the use of leave granted by tha EPA Leave Bank

1
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All correction timecards must be completed within 60 days from the issusnce of this notification or the Leave
Bank Hours wlll be forfelted and returned to the Bank.

As 8 Leave Bank reciplent, the employes Is only suthorized to use Leave Bank hours during the dates provided
above and for the mupose provided on the medical certification. 1t Is equally Important that the employee
notify ?W c . via emall of thelr return to duty. Any use of approved hours beyond the expired
medical date and for other than the stated purpose In the medical documentation Is unauthorized and will
result In LWOP,

If you have questions or concems, please contact me an W
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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY ierior
lmer{or Buguu C:nulr nuvi N
PWI Opm ons Division ‘\: N
PO Box 272030 Center

Denver, Colorado 80227-9030

10/14/2014

BILL FOR COLLECTION
DEBT ID: Q2870268580

"

Subject: Pay Adjustment

This is to notify you that we will make a deduction of up to 15 percent of your disposable
pay* beginning next pay perlod 201422 to satisfy a debt. Tha debt was the result of a time
shest correction submitted by your agency for pay periods(s) 201419.

If you believe you had no reason to recognizs that you incurred this debt, and that collection
would be against equity and good conscience, you may apply for a walver of repayment of
this bill. Your request must explain the circumstances of the overpayment to tha best of your
knowledgs, and must tell what stepa you took, if any, to bring the matter to the attention of
the appropriate official and the agency's response. Please include the following on your
request:

Your name, daytime phone number, e-mai| address, malling addrass and signature;
The bill number and the amount of the debt;
The reason for requesting a walver;
Copies of all supporting dooumentation for the indebtedness. Examples applicable
SF-50's for personnel related indebtedness; Fedzral Employees Health Renefit
election form for health indebtedness; and Federal Employees Group Life Insurance
slaction form and SF-S0's for life insurance indebtedness;
5. Please send your request to:
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Richard Feldman
1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Mail Stop 2399A
Washington, DC 20460-0001

BN -
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Please submit a copy of your waiver request to this office so that we can suspend collection
actions. Mail the copy to:
DOI - Interior Busineas Conter
Payroll Operations Division
Attn: Debt Management Branch D-2640
P.O. Box 272030
Denver, CO 80227-9030

If this bill is not paid in total by the end of this calendar year, the unpaid amount will be
included on your W2 as taxable income for this tax year,

Collection will be made under the authority of the Debt Collection Improvement Act of 1996,
The Debt Colloction Improvement Act exempts the requirements of due process prior to
ofFset if the overpayments are “routine intra-agency adjustments of pay that are attributable to
clerical or administrative arrors or delays in processing pay doouments that have occiared

within the four pay periods preceding the adjustment and to any adjustment that amounts to
350 or less.”

If you have questions conceming the specifics of the debt, please contact Matt Neyer of the
Debt Management Branch at 303-969-6630 or matthew_neyer@ibe.dol.gov.

*Disposable pay, for ihis purpose, Is definad as your biwesidy grots pay less deductions required by law (retirement, thriRt savings plan,
g:loula M&Toyall taxes, Medicare, OASD!, regular iift Insurence, l'l: hoalth bonefit pr:lll:'m) and any other debt awed to the United
tos Qovemnmant.
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Aftachment

As indicated in the bill, you were overpaid in the pay periods indicated below, The

information below lists the pay codes and amounts, which were part of the overpayment. The
total gross overpayment is listed. The net smount you must repay is the gross overpayment

minus any amount that can be recovered from another eatity (such as Medicare).

Adjustment Processing Effective
Pay Code Pay Pariod Pay Pariod
REGULAR 201421 201419
ANN LEAVE USED 201421 201419
SICK LEAVE - USED 201421 201419
HOLIDAY - NOT WORKED 201421 201418
CREDIT HOURS - USED 201421 201419
TIME OFF AWARD - USED 201421 201419
LV BK-SELF MEDICAL USED 201421 201419

Total Gross Pay Adjustments:
Less Applicable Recoverables:

federal Withholding:
State Withholding:
Loeal Withholding:
Medicarze:

OASDI:

Retirement:

TSP:

Nat to bs Paid by Employee:

Time
-34.13

-4.00
-«2.00

34.15

Amount

81,736.48
$202.80
$101.40

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
-$1,736.48

$304.20

=-821.77
$0.00
$0.00
-34.41
~$18.86
-82.43
-$48.63

8211.10

19/46
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From: W,é

Subject: FiE: People Plus information
Date: October 23, 2014 1:08:22 PM PDT

To: "§
Cc: W

Wait on a resolution for now; the deadline isn’t until the end of year for payment,
and OCFO Is aware that it's likely a Leave Bank accounting problem. | discussed
the problem witt in OCFO earlier this week and she needed some
time to look over it before responding. | have a note in with her for an update
today.

tuengrg

Sent: Thursday, October 23, 2014 12:55 PM

Hprnpre

Subject: RE: People Plus information

So....what is ,@W'supposed to do with the "Bill" she received from
the Dept. of Interior?

URC-108

Seattle, WA 98101

LAerpip
- &éﬂcﬁ%
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Sent: Thursday, October 23, 2014 12:46 PM
To = - ‘ )
Subject: RE: Peopie rius information

We're at the point, actually, that we're talking directly with OCFO about
everything. it’s something that’s unique to this summer and some
database problems: Headquarters/the Leave Bank Board thinks they've granted
the leave, but somehow it hasn't all taken In the system
monitors the Leave Bank program and will likely be working with OCFO on

sue as soon as they can finalize another employee’s dilemma.

e e

From: kKb &
Sent: Thursday, Oétober 23, 2014 10:47 AM
To: 107%

C. ” W

Subject: kt: People Plus information

OCFO and HR are aware of the issue and they are working on it. Itisn'ta

retirement jssue it's a Leave Bank issue.

We have had at least one other person who wasn’t retiring and had received a

debt collection notice from IBC for the Leave Bank hours she used.

If you have any other employees who have received this notice please let W@Z
1ow about it. She has been handling these with the SCCLV.

Thanks,

y '
- B

OMP-213
Seattle, WA 58101

Yot
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Fax:206-553-0149

From W

Sant: Thursday, October 23, 2014 10:38 AM
To. w?@%
Subject: RE:%'E lus Information

There seems to be a problem with people using Leave Bank hours and
then retiring. People get a letter stating that they will have money
withdrawn from their last pay check. What can we do to stop this
misunderstanding?

Lenpti
onenrie

From

Sent: Thursday, October 23, 2014 10:09 AM
To: R10-Timekeepers Mail Group

Cce: B

Subject: People Plus Information

Taem

Hi all,

| am considering some brown bag sessions to help answer questions that you and
other members or your staff have about PeoplePlus. |n putting these sesslons
together | would like to know what Information would be the most useful to you.
Please consider the questions below and give me any other feedback that would
help me put together any tralning or other resources that would be helpful.

Would brown bag sessions be useful to you, your manager or other staff
members?
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(34

What are the questions that you are being asked frequently that | could
help with?
Would it be useful to post FAQs and answers on the InfoPage?

What topics should | cover in the BB sesslons? Closeout times and dates?
Speclal Pay issues? Roles and Responsibllities in PPL? Etc....

Since HRLob Is now the system that encompasses Human Raesources,
Payroil and Timekeeping, (FPPS, PeoplePlus, Employee Express,
Datamart) would it be helpful to have combined BB sessions with Finance
and HR to answer your questions?

Please send me any feedback you have by Monday, Nov 3™,

e

OMP-213
Seattle, WA 98101

Lo pie
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From: .
Subject: RE: Summary of Debt Collection/LLeave Bank issues
Date: December 16, 2014 1:38:52 PM PST
To: =~ -

I know. | Just want to be as clear as possible so they don't come back for mors
proof or some runaround that they are confused.

Documentation that awarded you the leave should be sufficient- OCFO/IBC
should know where you tried to take It since they have access to PP+ records. If
you could provide a listing just for thelr reference so they could check it (here are
the days | tried to take the awarded leavs)- that might help the a bit.

----- Original Message-----

From: . A

Sent: Tuesday, December 16, 2014 1:37 PM

To:

Subject: Re: Summary of Debt Collectlon/Leave Bank issues

Do you need all the supporting documentation attached? | hope notl Bay, this
hasn't been fun; dredging up all sorts of bad memorles.
Thanks for your help.

On Dec 16, 2014, at 12:53 PM, penptt

| think all the OCFO and IBC can expect from you at this point is 8 summary of
'here is what | did, which | was told to do, here is proof | was granted the time,
and if you see my records, | took it here, here, here, and that shouid have been
the end of the story'.

What a pain. You're not alone, this already happened tc , W
Someone high up at OCFO made the executive decision that they wouldn"
send corrections to I1BC for awhile because they were backlogged, but it
somehow didn't occur to them that in a minority of cases it would have real
repercussions in terms of collection notices.

-----Original Message-----
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From: I ¢ & 7447 £/ (R A
Sent: Tuesday, December 16, 2014 12:47 PM

To: "

Subject: Summary of Debt Collection/l.eave Bank issues

‘ 'm working on this and will have something to you tomorrow. Let me
know how detailed it needs to bs....I'm currently just hitting the high points.
Thanks

2L
Ceenas
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December 16, 2014

To: ., BEPA Reglon 10
From:

Re:  Leave Bank Issues and EPA Bill for Collection 15P032

, stating that [ was suffering from acute depression and unable to
concentrate for an extended period of time, This application was forwarded to EPA
HQ on September 2, 2014, This application was accepted September 12, 2014. An
e-mal] froxr 2Uf ¥ stated that | became eligible for using leave bank
hours starting on Augdst 24, 2014,

An aznlicat{on for Leave Bank was filed on August 26, 2014, with a letter from

My timesheet for PP19 shows that leave bank hours began being used August 28,
2014. Leave Bank hours were used unt] my retirement on September 30, 2014,

Debt Collection Proceedings:

In October, I recelved a Debt Collection Bill from Department of the Interior for
$211.10 for money received following my separation from the Agency. The bl
gives my separation date as September 6, 2014. There are two incorrect
assumptions in thls DOI Debt Collection Bill. First, I did not separate from the
Agency until September 30, 2014. Second, [ was authorized to use leave bank hours
starting August 24, 2014 as my annual and sick leave had run out,

Upon receipt of the Debt Collection Bill | contacted my timekeeper, .

who coordinated with our PP+ Coordinator
our HR Haison. On October 23, 2014, | was advised in a serles of e-maus tat QCFO

and HR were aware of the Debt Collecton procass problem. advised
that 1 wait nending further instructions.Sg4dndicated she was working with
W in OCFO on the issue. As a resuit] did nothing further with the debt

naotice.

On November 10, 2014, | received a letter from DO! indlcating the debt had been
referred to EPA Headquarters. Based on earlier communications about the Agency’s
awareness of these issues, I did nothing.

Then, on December 14, 2014, I recsived & Bill for Collection from EPA’s
Bureau/Office for Remittance Payable in the amount of $211.10. The Bil, 15P032,
was dated December 11, 2014. The due date for this bill is December 27,2014,

It appears that the incorrect assumptions made by DOI were just carried forward
into the EPA Bill for Collection. Based on the Bill it appears that no communication
occurred within the Agency about the Issues related to Leave Bank and timekeeping
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On December 15, 2014, 1 contacted W ~.  wdvisingthem
that the Debt Issue had not been resolved. irequested I prepare the
above summary demonstrating thatI was ellgible for the Leave Bank during the
timeframe the Debt supposedly occurred.

I received another Debt Collection Letter in Januarv. On laguarv 26, 2015, -

W_ orwarded a copy of the letter to M/XK/

requesting information an how to resolve this Debt. The message stated

The principle Is based on an erroneous overpayment: the
employee used Leave Bank hours granted by the Agency
that the payroll system must not be accepting in error.
There is now a handling charge assoclated with the
account that should not have been generated.

On February 24, 2015, following the receipt of another Debt Collaction letter, [ sent
an e-mail directly to MI explained that the Debt was In error d and
explained who Wct should contact /| to resolve this Debt On the

same date I sent n to advise her that tne issue has not been addressed. !
received an autoreply inalcating atl{mﬁwas out of town until March 9th, Any

issues should be sent to W 1 to be addressed. 1sentan e-mail to W}’a
and did not receive a reply.

On March 20, 2015 I received another Debt collection notice from EPA. Itwasa

form letter and did not acknowledge any of my attempts to address this problem as
described abave. Meanwhile Interest is accruing and my patience is runningout
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N
h

From: '
Subject: RE: Debt Collection Bill
Date: December 16, 2014 8:28:53 AM PST

Rt adh 2T B R

Do vou have more lnf%nnation on the debt collection notice that was produced for

See the conversation below, I'm assuming this Is another debt that needs to be
administratively cleared, and your advice would be greatly appreclated cn the
best way to go about that.

can you pleass forward Michael the debt collection notice that was
attached to the email (Xl sent you?

Thanks for your quick attention to thls,

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10
Hitmamm Damarivana ' Init

----- Original Message—~—-

From:
Sent: Tuesdav. Darambhar 1R 2N14 R:99 AM

Lo et

Subject: RE: Debt Coilection Bill
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WAre you able to forward the attachment? I'm unsure of the context
on this one.

Thanks,

pengite

USEPA Region 10
Office of Regional Counsel

nfre

Seattle, WA 98101 ,L/é

--—Origlnal Message---—
From:
Sent' Tuesday, December 16, 2014 7:51 AM

TO! —...

Ce: | M {'F’
Subject: RE: Debt Collection Bl
Importance: High

Hello everyone,

| was under the same belief as Wﬂ% thought thls was all taken care ofl
What do we need to do at this point to correct the problem?

Administrative Assistant / Management Analyst

Seattle. WA 98101

--—Original Message-----
From: W ) ,
Sent: Tuesday, December 16, 2014 7:46 AM

Te: e P
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Subject: Debt Collection Blll

Good morning Ladies,
Yesterday | recelved a Debt Collection notice from W’kﬂ%_ .in HQ for
11.1Q. The document Is attached. 1 thought that this had been worked out and
as aware of the problem about the debt with DOI. | am wondering If
you have any records that show | separated from the agency on Sept. 6, 2014.
My understanding was that my leave bank kicked Iin by this time. My official
retirement date was Sept. 30, 2014.

Please ngte the timeframe for this Is really short (debt due 12/27/2014); | will
contact VZ{{Mﬂmyself if you think that is best.

Thank you,
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From: W s
Subject: HE: Debt Callaction Bil

Date: Dacembar 18, 2014 10:08:23 AM PSY
To: °°
CeL ' e mememrer e

A Attachmenls &30

Oenpte

Whas separatad and her timecard hours finglized. | belleva har collection lettur Is based on a timeacard that has besn sinca
wwnibyied (that should hava nullified the collaction). See the screenshot of the PP+ entries from PP19 below. It daes not match what is in

the collaction lerter {first attachment).

Plcose let me know what you think. What Is the best way to mova forward?

Reborted tme on or bafore 1011877014 i 10¢ & PO/ penod.

Enuel oi Change §rme Jeporing XS i e 120wy B3O
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B 400 N 2825 Naay AL DA
22 200 CANRY Crvivied
100 § 00 WELDY Mokad
LY 300 €00 M00 A0 WS WaxUs 3ot
328 BTS 100 1200 Sy [T S0
_ - -|||-|“ Penoe Tolat A Tolal
060 400 ADY 800 6CO JO0 D09 000 800 830 800 900 BOH_ 000 000 8000
Aniesl ang Sadewt? /7 Veirly and Sutmn? Tony Card Locked

Prevous Paned|  lienpensd |

I |
e e

Thanks again for your consummate professicnalism and hard work throughout this endaaver and others,

u.s. Envi"onmsntal Protection Agency, Ragion 10

Human Resourcas Unit
weeeOrigingl MessaReasss

From
Sent: Tussdav. Decamnber 16. 2014 8:52 AM

To:
ce:
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Subject: RE: Dabt Collection Bil!

Wﬂ rovld you summarize?

| don't want to confuse tha [ssue. | thought tha dabt produced because you hud entered Leave Bank hours In PP+ you had been awsrded
by the Lesve Bank 8card, However, the system did not recognize you had been awardad these hours and were entitled to take them, and
thus the dabt wes praduced because the system didn't reslize thosa holrs were yours to take,

w.>. environmental Protection Agancy, Reglon 10 Human Resources Unit

Lt

~—Qriginel Message—

Slﬂ!‘. IvesuaTh wovw R8T 5[ 201‘ 8'-46 AM

Toe
G
Subjuct: RE: Dept Conectian wil)

Whan ’ésays *she thought It had been worked out” who werked what out? According t Wn: debt !ty » valld debt.

Please advise If you know what was supposad to be worked out.

Thanks,

Lawd Financlal Speclalist

Payroll Managemant & Outreach Staff
OFce of Financiul Services

Office af the re1-2=—- - 1| Officar

To
(o] "4,
Subjsct: RE: Dabt Coilection 8ll)

Do you hava more Information on the debt collection natice that was producad far —’*WZLP

See the conversation below. I'm assuming thia ia snother debt that needs to be sdministrativaly clnared, and your sdvice would be greatly
appruciated on the best way to go about that.

W you please farwarc Wﬁ;{; collecdon notice that was sttached to the emal M?

Thanks for your quick attentlon to this,

__,orl-h--! Anrruma
From: W@
Sant: Tursdav. Dzcember 16, 2014 11:25 AM
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us, Env!mnmen}al Protection Agency, Reglon 10 Human Resources Unit

—Qfiginal Manspwa_ .

From: A

Sent; Tuasdav. Decembar 16. 2014 8:22 AM
To:

Ce o

Subject: RE: Dabt Collaction Bill

Wra you able to farward the sttachment? I'm unsure of the context on this one,

Thanks,

Acting Deputy Reglonal Counsel
USEPA Reglon 10

Offira AfDaatacal Pa '

~0Original Massage-~-
From
Sent: |uesaay, “WM

To:

CCE A TERI N ¢
Subject: RE: Debt Collection BN
importance: High

Hello everyone,

) was under the same ballaf « Mougm this was all teken cura of] What do we need to do at thix point to coreact the problem?

Administrative Assistant / Managemant Analyst

ST | Ll f YT T L T
From: W
Sent: Tuesdav. D.HMMW

To:
Subject: Dabt Collection Biil

Good moming Ladles,

Yesturday | received a Pabt Pnljection notice from W In HQ for $211.10. The dacumant Is attached. | thought that this had
been workad out and s aware of the problem apotrt tne debt with 00!, | am wondering if you have any records that shaw !
saparstad f;or; the agancy bn Sapt, 8, 2014. My understanding was that my leave bank kicked In by this time. My officlal ratirament date
was Sept, 30, 2014.
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From: ] ) . b _
Subject: RE: Summary of events for Leave Bank/Debt

Date: December 17. 2014 10:58:48 QM PST
To: ~

Hi again,

.1 Arachment, 1.5 MB

OK, so I'm looking over the debt collsction letter and | can't say that I'm making
perfect sense of It mysslf. It's alleging that PP19 Is prompting the repayment- do
you mind sending your timecard for that particular pay period? it's helpful to
reference. ,

The reason | say that Is when | look at the attachment, It seems to be saying that
the AL and SL you had entered Is being yanked back (4 hours AL and 2 hours
SL) because it was removed from the timecard. Leave Bank was entered as a
replacement for regular hours, but it also reads as if you deleted the ANNLV and
SCKLYV that you were previously claiming, which may be prompting them to take
the money back (because only 34.15 hours for that pay period were accounted
for).

Does that make sense? Agaln, looking at the PP+ you entered for PP19 will
make that more clear,

LN pHe

~~~~~ Original Message-----

From W
Sent: Wednesday, December 17, 2014 10:10 AM

To:
Subject: Re: Summary of events for Leave Bank/Debt

I'm comfortabliwith sharing that info.

On Dec 17, 2014, at 10;02 AM.

R
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>

| can send this and the Leave Bank approval letter; the summary inciudes your
medical condition- just a check that you're comfortable with more parties seeing
that information than just myself. Let me know.

oem Pl

u.s. Env.irronme_r_wtgl Protaction Agency, Region 10 Human Resources Unit

Lt
NPty

----- Original Message-----

From: B
Sent: Wednesday, Uecamper 1/, cui4 3.4u il
To:

Subject: Summary of events for Leave Bank/Dabt

We attached the summary you requested. | will also forward you the

message containing the Leave Bank approval letter. Please let me know if |
need to add anything else to this document. '

[ Pot DN

~
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R

From: o WM

Subject: RE: Debt collection letter
Date: January 26, 2015 9:30:43 AM PST

To: 2;22,2 Q&E N
)z

Hello * W

Please let me know what actions need to be taken to cancel this debt of a retired
Region 10 employee, Mé’h‘foﬂ '™ {attached collection letter).

The principle is based on an erroneous overpayment: the employee used Leave
Bank hours granted by the Agency that the payroll system must not be accepting
in error. There s now a handling charge assoclated with the account that should
not have been generated.

1 Attachmant, 688 KB

Thanks for your guidance on how a cancellation can be accomplished,

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10
Human Resources Unit

Pk
- gty

--—0OQriginal Message——-

From 21%
Sent: Monday, January 26, 2015 6:28 Alv
Tor

Subject: Debt collection letter

Good morning Ladies,
It appears that the debt issue has not be resolved as | recelved the attached
letter this weekend. Should | contact L&/1PL  directly and tell her that
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you are working on this or leave It in your capable hands? Please let me know.
Thanks

d‘ﬂno ar.,q‘
; A % UNITED 8TATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
i'm 3 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

-y JAN 202088

ornc of
Dear ' CMIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

Our records indleate yotir sccount has been oulstanding Yor mors than 30 days und iy dellnquent. Az
indicated in your previous bill, number 152018P032 you are indebied to the Cnvirenmental Protection Agency
tor $319.45 for un overpayment, Please keep in mind you arc now responsible for repaying the adjusied amount
of $304.20 plus uny ncerued lvey. The first notification of your debt to the Agency waa aent via regulnr muit on
12711714, This amount may include intcrest, handling and penalty charges. Please mail your check or moncy
arder puyable to:

,} US EPA Financlal Services Division
| OlTiee of Finnneiul Services
Migcellanzous Fees

P, O. Bax 979075 N
st. L.ouls, MO 631979000

Please reterence the bill number above, A summary of the amount due is shown below:

Aceout Peseription Overpa¥ment
Bill Numbue 152015P032

l Peinciple Amount 304.20

: Interegt Charge 0.25

! Hundling Charge 15.00

“ Penafty Charge

i Amouni now due 31945

I Please note thut delinquent debt may also be referred to the Department of Treasury for collection

‘ action. ‘Ie Depaniment of Trensury will assess additional servicing fee io the nmount of o referrsd dobt. The
Depariment of 'reasury may also repart debis to credit reponiing agencics, refer debts to colleetion agencies,
and ofizet the amount fram Federal payments to the debtor end 1oke other actions deemed necessary 1o collect
the funds,

I you huve any questions regarding this notice, pleane coniact Leoniee Stewilt an (202) 564-4812 or
! email o Stewat Leonjeeid ERAgoy,

Sincerely,

‘ d @ WL
' /Adom Fett, AZung Section Chief

Payroll Accounting and Quireach Section
Office of Finunchul Services
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From: )
Subject: FW: Another debt collection letter
Date: March 23, 2015 7:49:08 AM PDT

o empre
Helle W

Would it be possible for ~ Wo make an appointment with you to
discuss the cancellation of a debt that she has determined is erroneous? She is
one of our several Leave Bank participants this year that has experienced
hardships utilizing the program.

W if you can share the documentation with Mwlng the math as

to leave that was awarded and used, I'm sure that will expedite the process,

-

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10
Human Resources Unit

-----0Original Message—---

From; e &zll_{'
Sent: Saturday, March 21, 2015?/% PM

To: .

Subject: Another dsbt collection letter

nge you heard anything about resolving this issue? | recelved another
debt letter with more interest added on, It Is really unacceptable that this
continues to go on without anyone from HQ responding. | appreclate all of your

work on this Issue.
Please let me know what if you have heard anything or have any other ideas
about what | can do.

e rvewr .

Thanks
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From:
Subject: Uverpayment #152015P32
Date: February 24, 2015 2:03:26 PM PST

o Lenprse
Cc: =8

,@Wl have besn working with @W "1@ Region 10 HR Liaison,
to address this issue sinca | received the first notification. | am not aware that |
owe the government anything as the time the supposed debt occurred | was on

Leave Bank and subsequently left the agency. | would appreciate you working
with, *,'Wﬁ to straighten this out as she has all the records of my time, the
approval from the Leave Bank, etc. that should be necessary.

it appears that this supposed debt first occurred when DOI was handling EPA's

payroll and | was told that they did not know how to address Leave Bank issues.
Once it was transferred to EPA for collectlon, | contacted Wtc get this

addressed. | am uncertain why this hasn't been cleared up.

Sincerely,

epenptt
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March 25,2015

From:

Re:  Leave Bank Issues and EPA Bill for Collection 15P032
Sent via e-mall

This document outlines the actions I took to address this erroneous Debt Collection,
following direction from N/4#6R10 HR Liaison and the instructions in the
Debt Collection letters from Department of the Interlor and EPA. | have done
everything requested, yet have not been able to get a resolution to this issue.

Leave Bank

I appited for the Leaye Bank on August 26, 2014, The application included a letter
from stating that | was suffering from acute depression and
unable to concentrate for an extended period of time. This application was
forwarded to EPA HQ on September 2, 2014. This applicatior was accepted
September 12, 2014. I received an e-mall fron LJF stated thatl
became eligible for using leave bank hours starting on August 24, 2014.

My corrected timesheet for PP19 shows that leave bank hours began being used
August 28, 2014. Leave Bank hours were used unt{l my retirement on September
30, 2014. .

Debt Collection Proceedings:

In October, [ recelved a Debt Collection Bill from Department of the Interlor for
$211.10 for money received following my separation from the Agency. The attached
explanation showed the supposed overpayments occurred in pay period 19 and
were processed in pay period 21, None of this Information matches any Leave and
Earning Statements | have for pay periods 19 and 21.

The bill gives my separation date as September 6, 2014. There are two incorrect
assumptions in this DOI Debt Collection Blll. First, { did not separate from the
Agency unti] September 30, 2014. Second, | was authorized to use leava bank hours
starting August 24, 2014 as my annual and sick leave had run out.

who coordinated with our PP+ Coordinator,, ind’

44/46

Upon receipt of the Debt Collection Bill I contacted my tl;?f‘keepei . W

our HR Jiaison. On October 23, 2014, I was advised in & serles of e-malls that OCrU
and HR were aware of the Debt Collection nroc%;s problem, W advised

that | wait nanding further instructions fidicated she was working with
ZWQ In OCFO on the issue. Asaresult I did nothing further with the debt

notice.
1
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On November 10, 2014, | recelved a letter from DO! indicating the debt had been
referred to EPA Headquarters, Based on earlier communications about the Agency’s
awareness of these issues, I did nothing.

Then, on December 14, 2014, I received a Bjl] for Collection from EPA's
Bureau/Office for Remittance Payable In the amount of $211.10, The Bill, 15P032,
was dated December 11, 2014. The due date for this bill is December 27, 2014, If
not paid by December 27, 2014, the amount would increase to $304.20 due to
handling fees and interest accrual,

It appears that the incorrect assumptions made by DOl were just carried forward
into the EPA Bill for Collection. Based on the Bill {t appears that no commun{cation
occurred within the Agency about the issues related to Leave Bank and timekeeping,
which | know to be Inaccurate,

On December 15, 2014, | contacted Wa d Wad\dsmg them
that the Debt issue had not been resolved. Wrequeste [ prepare the
above summary demonstrating that [ was eligible for the Leave Bank during the

timeframe the Debt supposedly occurred. This information was sent to ) ,(ngpﬂ
on December 18, 2014,

I recelved another Debt Collection Letter {n January. [ again contacted | W
On lannarv 26,2015, ] forwarded a copy of the letter to |

nc requesting information on how to resolve this
Debt. The message stated: The principle Is based on an erroneous overpayment:
the employee uged Leave Bank hours granted by the Agency that the payroll

systam must not be accepting In error. There Is now a handiing charge
assoclated with the account that should not have been generated.

On February 24, 2015, following the receipt of another Debt Collection lattar, I sent

an e-mail directly to ser the instrpctions in letter. I explained that
the Debt was in error and explained to at she should contact € (¢
to resolve this Debt. On the same date | sent an e-mal| / to

advisa Qer g‘at the {ssue has not been addressed. 1received an autoreply indicating
tha s out of town until March 9t. Any Issues should be sent to 1/

W ; supervisor, to be addressed. [ sentan e-mail to ,@W; anu w..
not recelve a reply. ‘

On March 20, 2015 | received another Debt collection notice from EPA, which
included interest and handling fees, bringing the total debt to $349.95. This form
letter did not acknowledge any o /-4 or my attempts to address this
problem as described above. This letter was signed by ! , who was
contacted by Wabout this erroneous debt back in October 2014,

1 have attempted to follow all of the Instructions on how to address this issue. [ have

2
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Senator Maria Cantwell

697 U.S. Court House
W. 920 Riverside
Spokane, WA 99201
509-353-2507 (phone)
509-353-2547 (fax)

1/4€

FAX COVER SHEET
Send to: EPA From: Bryan Raines
Attention: Date: April 14,2015

Ms. Laura Vaught

Office location: DC Office location: Spokane

Fax number: 202-501-1619 Phone number: 509-353-2507

Fax number: 509-353-2547
Email: bryan_raines@cantwell.senate.gov
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contacted .., W . who attempted numerous times to get the
matter resolved. I'contacted Legnice Stewart to discuss this {ssue and did not
receive any response. Mlﬂ@éﬁndlcated I should send you this information per
her e-mail to you and I on March 23, 2015,

I have attached some of the letters referenced above along with the leave bank
approval letter to this e-mail. Please have the courtesy to contact me at 253-797-
6303 (cell phone) to discuss resolution of this issue,
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Mr. Bryan Raines

Constituent Service Representative
U.S. Federal Court House

920 West Riverside, Suite 697
Spokane. Washington 99201

Dear Mr. Raines:

[ am responding to a letter written by Senator Maria Cantwell. dated April 14, 2015. to Laura Vaught,
ssociate Administrator for Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations, concerning | /W/Z
.constituent of the Senator. The employee was assessed a debt from our payroll provider. the
Interior Business Center (IBC), in October 2014. The research by the Payroll Support Staff of the EPA
into the debt concluded the debt was an error. As a result. the debt has been requested to be deleted on
behalf of W{ﬂ The debt recall number issued is R1500042399. W has been notitied
of the debt recall as well.

Again. thank you for vour letter. If vou have further questions, please contact me or vour staft may
contact James Blizzard. in the EPA’s Oftice of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at
Alizzard James g epa.eoy or (202) 564-1695.

Sincerely,

7 .

"David A. Bloom
Acting Chief Financial Officer

imternet Address (URL: - http 2 www epa gov
Recycied/Recyclable « Frinted with Vegetable (04 Based Inns on 100" Postoonsumes Process nlonne Free Recycled Faper
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Congress of the nited States
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Housge of Wepregentatibey
daghington. DE 20515 4905 R

May 12, 2015

The Honorable Gina McCarthy
Administrator

Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, D.C. 20460

Dear Administrator McCarthy:

Section 21 1(h)(1) of the Clean Air Act (CAA) restricts the Reid Vapor Pressure (RVIP) of gasoline sold
during summer months in the United States to 9.0 pounds per square inch (psi)'. The CAA grants a one
pound per square in waiver lor gasoline containing 10 percent ethanol ?

The EPA has consistently stated that the CAA only grants the one pound waiver for gasoline containing
10 percent ethanol. When the EPA authorized the introduction *of gasoline that contains greater than 10
volume percent ethano! and no more than 15 volume percent ethanol (1315),” it stated that “EPA
interprets the 1.0 psi waiver in CAA section 211(h) as being limited to gasoline-cthanol blends that
contain 10vol% cthanol."! In Janunary 2011, the EPA reaffirmed its interpretation stating that “EPA has
historically implemented CAA scction 211(h)(4) through 40 CFR 80.27(d), which provides that gasoline-
ethanol blends that contain at least 9vol% cthanol and not more than 10vol% cthanol qualify for the 1.0
psi waiver of the applicable RVP standard.”™

When the EPA authorized the introduction of E15 into the marketplace it worked closely with the
Renewable Fuels Association (RFA) on regulatory issues and a strategy to niitigate the possibility of
misfueling. The agency provided specitic conditions that the RFFA has compiled into the “E1S Retailer
Handbook,” which the EPA provides a link to on its website. The E1S Retailer Handbook states that
“E15 may nat exceed a maximum RVP of 9.0 psi during the summer volatility scasons (Junc [-September
15). It also addresses misfucling concerns by providing a phote of the EPA approved E1S label and states
that “the EPA encouraged industry to develop a public outreach and education program.”6

Despite these statements from the EPA and the RFA, some retailers have relabeled their E1S pumps as
flex-fuel during the summer months to avoid abiding by EPA’s interpretation of the CAA’s RVP limits.”

La2 1.S.CLY 7545(h)(1).
Y47 U.S.C. § 7545(h)(4).

75 Federal Register 68094

175 Federal Register 68149

* 96 rederal Register 4675

" hupdiethanelrfa dedin.net/d7f6b590dcc0254053_nam62w7i.pdf

" lessen, Holly, “E15 Supporters Speak Up." Lthanol Producer Mugazine August 5, 2013
htip://ethanolproducer.com/blog/article/2013/08/c | S-supporters-speak-up (accessed May 7, 2015)




The EPA classifies 315 as gasoline. Retailers, however, have placed labcels on their pumps that state that
E15 is not gasoline (see photo 1). "Uhese are not the EPA’s approved E15 label (see photo 2 for EPA
approved E15 label) that the RFA has made available frec of charge to E15 marketers®

Given these facts, pleasc address the following questions by June 1, 2015:

e s it legal to scll, dispense, supply, offer for supply, transport, or introduce into commerce
gasoline with an RVP in excess ot 9.0 psi during summer volatility seasons (June 1-September
15) in the 48 contiguous stales?

o Isthe RFA “Ei5 Retailer Handbook” correct that the EPA requires E1S pumps to have an EPA
approved label?

o Photo evidence sugpests that retailers are using an unapproved label for £15 pumps. Does Photo
! or Photo 2 show the EPA approved 15 label?

o Docs the EPA know who provided the E1S5 Iabel to retailers shown in Photo 1?

o Could thesc signs be confusing to consumers and lead to misfueling?

o How will the EPA addrcss the potential for nvistueling?

¢ Does the Clean Air Act authorize a 1.0 psi RV waiver for gasoline containing move than 10
percent ethanol?

¢ Has the EPA provided a waiver 1.0 psi RVP waiver for E157

e How is EPA cnforcing the federal EIS pump label?

o low is EPA cnforcing E15°s summer RVDP?

Thank you for addressing thege (uestions.

® bty /rethanol ta. 3cdn.nel/d7f6b590dcc0254053 namH2wifl pdf
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Photo |.

Up to 15% ethanol

Use only in
¢ 2001 and newer passenger vehicles
¢ Flex-fuel vehlcle\,a

Don't use in other vehicles, hoats or
gasoline-powered equipment. it may cause
damage and is prohibited by Federal law.

Photo 2.
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The Honorable F. James Sensenbrenner. Jr.
LS. House of Representatives
Washington. D.C. 20515-4905

Dear Congressman Sensenbrenner:

Thank vou tor your May 12, 2015, letter to Administrator Gina McCarthy regarding the US.
Environmental Protection Ageney’s administration ol Section 21 1¢hy 1) of the Clean Air Act
(CAA) restricting the Reid Vapor Pressure (RVP) of gasoline sold during the summer months in
the United States. We appreciated your questions and concerns regarding this Section of the
CAA as itapplies to 113, and we are actively tollowing up on addressing them. The
Administrator has asked me to respond on her behalf.

As an itial point. gasoline must meet the applicable seasonal and geographic requirements for
RVP during the summer volatility season. Specitically. gasoline introduced into commeree
during the summer ozone scason may not exceed the more stringent of the applicable RVP
standards set forth at 40 CFR 80.27¢a)(2). or any applicable RVP standard in a federally
approved state implementation plan. As vou noted in your letter. the CAA in Section 21 1(h)(4)
gramts a 1.0 pound per square inch (psi) waiver for gasoline containing 10 percent ethanol from
the applicable RVP standard during the summer months (June 1 September 15 at retail). The
Ageney has consistently construed this provision as not authorizing a 1.0 psi RVP waiver for
gasoline containing more than 10 percent ethanol. The 115 waiver decisions also limit the RVP
of E15 10 9.0 psi during the summertime. The RVP standard for 1215 is enforceable in the same
manner as all other EPA standards tor gasohine.

In regards to labeling on pumps. of the photos you provided. “Photo 27 shows the P A-approved
I:13 label. The E15 Mistueling Mitigation Rule and the misfueling mitigation conditions in the
L3 waiver decisions require that E13 sold for use in Model Year (MY) 2001 and newer light-
duty gasoline vehicles (ccommonly referred to as passenger vehicles and which include cars.
minivans, and most pick-up trucks) must use the PA-approved 1315 fabel. Retatlers should
clearly difterentiate between fuel sold for use in Flexible Fuel Vehicles (F1Vs) and fuel sold tor
use in other vehieles, engines. and equipment.

Fhe 1EPA uses industry-funded surveys conducted by an independent party 1o monitor
compliance with the EPA 13 labeling requirements. ‘These surveys are required under the 1:PA
regulations and as a condition to the introduction ol 1215 into commercee for use in MY 2001 and
newer conventional vehicles under the E1S waivers. The EPA monitors the survey data and. as

inte et Address URL sy

Recycled/Recyclable « Prontes win vegetaple O Based inkg on 100




stated in the FTS mistueling mitigation rule. may pursue future mistueling mitigation measures tf
warranted. The EPA continues 1o encourage all members of the fuels industry to constructively
work together through the 115 Education and Outreach Coalitton (hitp:/waww.el Sfuclorg )y to
waprove consumer awareness and reduce the hikelthood of misfucling.

Again. thank vou for vour letier. It vou have further questions. please contact me or your staft
may call Patricia Haman in EPA™S Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations i
(202) 5364-2800.

Sincerely.

N &SQud

Janet G McCabe
Acting Assistant Administrator



A - 15- 000~ 5/35/%
Congress of the United States

Washington, B.C. 20515

Aprit 15,2015

The Honorable Gina McCarthy
Administrator

Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, D.C. 20460

Dear Administrator McCarthy:

We arc writing to share our concerns with the Environmental Protection Agency’'s (EPA) proposed rule entitled
“Carbon Pollution Emission Guidelines for Existing Stationary Sources: Electric Utility Generating Units,” and the
potential impact on Wisconsin’s citizens and utilities.

Since 2000, Wisconsin utilities and customers have spent $11 billion to improve the state’s carbon dioxide (CO»)
emissions, add environmental controls and upgrade infrastructure to improve reliability. The Public Service
Commission of Wisconsin estimates that the EPA’s plan will cost the utilities an additional $3 to $13.4 billion. This
cost estimate does not take into account electric transmission and natural gas infrastructure upgrades that may be
required for compliance.

The EPA’s proposal does not provide credit for the significant CO, reductions that Wisconsin utilities undertook.
Wisconsin utilities reduced CO, emissions by more than 15 percent for the 2005 to 2012 period. However, EPA’s
proposal would require our State to use a 2012 baseline and eliminate any credit for early efforts to reduce CO-
emissions. Using the 2012 baseline will discourage proactive efforts that Wisconsin’s companies undertook. Ata
minimum, a muiti-year baseline should be adopted.

Y our proposed interim emission reduction goal may result in reliability issues and impact customer rates. States
would have until 2030 to comply with final emission goals, but the EPA’s interim target would require Wisconsin to
be more than 87 percent of the way toward its final goal during the decade beginning in 2020. Furthermore,
Wisconsin may only have six months between the approval of the State’s plan and the beginning of the interim
compliance period, since the plan may not be approved by the EPA unti} the middle of 2019. The result will be
excessive emission reductions in the course of less than a year that could threaten the reliability of the electric system
and increase customer costs,

We would like you to reply to our letter and address our concerns by May 1, 2015. Than for your attention to
this letter.

Sincerely,

hteer, |

F. James Sensenbrenner Jr. Ron Kind Paul n

Member of Congress Member of Congress ? of Congress @ M
/ ;ean Dutfy Reid Ribble

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress

Yen~ Yot

Glenn Grothman
Member of Congress

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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The Honorable F. James Sensenbrenner, Jr.
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Sensenbrenner:

Thank you for your letter of April 15, 2015, to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator
Gina McCarthy regarding the Clean Power Plan for existing power plants that was signed by the
Administrator on June 2, 2014, and published in the Federal Register on June 18,2014, The
Administrator asked that I respond on her behalf.

Climate change induced by human activities is one of the greatest challenges of our time. It already
threatens human health and welfare and our economic well-being, and if left unchecked, it will have
devastating impacts on the United States and the planet. Power plants are the largest source of carbon
dioxide emissions in the United States, accounting for roughly one-third of all domestic greenhouse gas
emissions. The proposed Clean Power Plan builds on what states, cities and businesses around the
country are already doing to reduce carbon pollution and establishes a flexible process for states to
develop plans to reduce carbon dioxide that meet their needs. We have placed your comments in the
docket for this rulemaking.

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may
contact Josh Lewis in the EPA’s Oftice of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at
lewis.josh@epa.gov or at (202) 564-2095.

Sincerely,
N\ Qi

Janet G. McCabe
Acting Assistant Administrator

Internet Address (URL) @ hitp://www.epa .gov
Recycled/Recyclable @ Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper
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Congress of the Tmited States

House of Representatives e
Washimpton, DE 20515-4905 L R

July 23, 2015

The Honorable Gina McCarthy
Administrator

Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave,, NW
Washington, D.C. 20460

Dear Administrator McCarthy:

Thank you tor appearing betove the House Science Committee on July 9 and the EPA’s reply to my letter
on July 2. appreciate your willingness to listen to my concerns and address them.

Acting Assistant Administrator McCabe’s response to my letter regarding Reid Vapor Pressure (RVP)
and the Clean Air Act (CAA) left some questions unanswered and raised new ones.

' would like you to address the following questions.

e ltislegal to relabel E-15 as flex fuel?

e s it egal to sell E-15 as flex fuel?

o Ifitis illegal to scll or label E-15 as flex fuel, how and when will the EPA inform retailers that it
is illegal?

How will the EPA enforce the E-15 Misfueling Mitigation Rule, RVP violations and rclated CAA

provisions?

I would also like more information regarding the “industry-funded surveys conducted by an independent
party to monitor compliance with EPA E-15 labeling requirements.”

¢ llave industry-funded surveys found retailers relabeling E-15 as fAex fuel?
¢ How long has EPA used indusiry-funded surveys to monitor compliance the E-15 Misfueling
Mitigation Rule and pump labeling requirements?
o Please provide all survey results to me with your reply to this lctter.
s Which independent party, or partics, monitored compliance with the EPA E-15 labeling
requirements for ecach year the EPA used the industry-funded surveys?

To thas letter and document request by August 19, 2015, Thank you for your

1 request that you respos
attention to this mattey/
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July 10, 2013

[he Honorable Janet MceCabe

Acting Assistant Administrator

Olftice of Air & Radiation

LLS. Environmental Protection Ageney
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20460

Re:  National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants: Ferroalloys
Production
Docket No. EPA-HQ-0AR-2010-0893

Dear Assistant Administrator McCabe:

Wewrite to tollow up to our prior meetings and contacts during which we discussed the
Environmental Protection Agencey's rule entitled. "National Emission Standards tor Hazardous
Aur Pollutants: Ferroallovs Production™ (the final rule™)(76 FR 72308). EPA tinalized the rule
on May 282015, We reiterate the importance of cooperative dialogue among the Agencey and
stakeholders to ensure that the rule is technically and financially feasible for the impacted
companies. Lramet Marietta and Ielman Production,

EPA committed to develop a reasonable rule that drives environmental improvement in a manner
that the companies can comply with sensible investment. You assured us of the Ageney's efforts
to honor that commitment and that the agency recognizes the significant labor and defense
implications of the proposal should technical requirements render continuing operation in the
United States infeasible. You also reported that the data and alternatives olfered by the
companies was helpful to the EPA indeveloping the tinal rule.

We apprectate EPAs eltorts to take a balanced approach o the final rule, but we are concerned
that the two-vear compliance period may make it impossible for our constituent companies to
make the necessary investiments to meet the required standards. Given the extensive process
undertaken by both FPA and the companies to achieve a balanced rule. it would be extremely
disappointing il the companivs are toreed to stop operating because they lacked the time and/or
resources to implement new emissions controls within the timeframe in the final rule.

We believe that the final rule should be considered a major regulation under the Congressional
Review Act because ol its timpact on “the ability of United States-based enterprises to compete
with foreign-based enterprises in domestic and export markets.” See 5 US.C. 802(2)C). Sucha
designation would have the incidental benefit ol @ longer ¢ffective compliance period. More
importantly. even it the final rule is not designated as a major regulation, we would ask that you
vive full consideration o providing a longer compliance period through a consent decree or other
procedural mechanism. This would make sure that the hard work invested by the companies and



the EPA will result in both continued operations at the two companies and the emission
reductions sought by the final rule.

We want to ensure that the months of valuable, cooperative communication among the EPA,
Eramet Marictta and Felman Production were not misspent. We reemphasize the importance of
an inclusive dialogue to produce a rule that benefits all Americans without sacrificing the
important contribution these companies make to communities in our states and to our
conslituents.

Sincerely. e - ‘f_)
Shelley Moore L(xpuo foc \Iamhm Hl
United States Senator United States Se

- Sl b

[oh l’m!man ?hcrrod Brown
United States Senator United States Senator

= (
b mie AL
B. McKinlev, I'.E. T Bill Johnsén T
or of Congress “Member of Congress

Pl
/5*’ '/
amm
) {{ r% I‘//
Evan I1. knkmé Afex X, Mooney
Member of Congress Member of € ongrcss
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The Honorable Rob Portman
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Portman:

Thank you for your letter of July 10, 2015, regarding the National Emission Standards for Hazardous
Air Pollutants: Ferroalloys Production final rule that was signed by the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy on May 28, 2015 and published in the Federal Register on June
30, 2015.

| appreciate the detailed points raised in your letter. We understand that the two ferroalloys production
facilities, Eramet Marietta and Felman Production, will need a considerable amount of time to install
controls to comply with the standards. Therefore, in the final rule we provided the maximum time of two
years allowed under section 112(f) of the Clean Air Act for the facilities to comply with the rule.
However, we are aware one or both facilities might need more than two years to achieve full
compliance. Therefore, we are discussing this issue with other EPA Offices, including the Office of
General Counsel and Oftice of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance, to explore options to provide a
longer compliance period.

Additionally, in your letter, you suggest that the final rule should be considered a major regulation under
the Congressional Review Act (CRA). According to the CRA, the Administrator of the Otfice of
Information and Regulatory Aftairs in the Oftice of Management and Budget determines major rule
status based on finding a rule results in or is likely to result in certain statutory criteria being met [S USC
804(2)], including if the rule would have significant adverse impacts on the ability of United States-
based enterprises to compete with foreign-based enterprises in domestic and export markets. After
extensive work with both affected entities, we believe the current rule will not result in

significant adverse effects on the ability of Eramet Marietta and Felman Production to compete with
foreign-based enterprises in the domestic and export markets.

We greatly appreciate all the input we have received during the rulemaking process from the public, the
states, industry stakeholders, environmental groups, elected officials and many others on the various
issues. We considered all the input we received in developing the final rule.
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Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may
contact Kevin Bailey in the EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at
bailey.kevinj@epa.gov or at (202)-564-2998.

Sincerely,

N QL

Janet G. McCabe
Acting Assistant Administrator
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Congress of the Mnited States
MWasljington, DE 20515

August 3, 2015

The Honorable Kathryn D. Sullivan The Honorable Susan Hedman
Administrator Regional Administrator

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration U.S. EPA Region §

Herbert C. Hoover Building, Room 6811 Ralph Metcalfe Federal Building
14" Street & Constitution Avenue, NW 77 West Jackson Blvd.
Washington, DC 20230 Chicago, [llinois 60604

Brigadier General Richard G. Kaiser
Division Commander

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,

Great Lakes and Ohio River Division
550 Main Street, Room 10524
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202-3222

Dear Administrator Sullivan, Administrator Hedman, and Brigadier General Kaiser;

We are writing in regards to the elevated public health advisory issued by Ohio public health
officials for Grand Lake St. Marys in Celina, Ohio. We ask that the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), U.S. EPA, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers provide
assistance to Governor Kasich and the respective Ohio agencies as they work to improve the
water quality and safety of Grand Lake St. Marys.

On Tuesday, July 28, 2015, Ohio public health officials elevated the public health advisory for
Grand Lake St. Marys that had been posted in early June. The elevated advisory was a result of
increased levels of microcystin in the lake and reports from a local health department that an
individual had fallen ill after recreating on the lake. Signs have been posted at Grand Lake St.
Marys encouraging visitors to avoid and limit exposure to the lake, as swallowing, breathing in,
or touching water containing high levels of microcystin can cause serious illness.

The presence of harmful cyanotoxins continues to be a problem for Ohio, as record heavy
rainfall this spring and summer has put freshwater bodies such as Lake Erie and Grand Lake St.
Marys at increased risk. The water crisis which disrupted the water supply of roughly 500,000
people in Toledo last August highlights the need to protect our freshwater bodies from high
microcystin levels, which has dramatic impacts on public health, tourism, and the local economy.

We continue to be supportive of the efforts of Ohio agencies to monitor the water quality of
areas susceptible to high microcystin levels, and we ask your assistance in addressing the
elevated public health advisory recently posted at Grand Lake St. Marys.



Thank you for your consideration of cur request. We look forward to your response.

Sincerely,
Rtz Fi .2
‘Rob Portman Robert E. Latta N
U.S. Senator Member of Congress

" Congress

cc: John R. Kasich, Governor of Ohio
Craig Butler, Director, Ohio Environmental Protection Agency
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runoff. EPA will continue 1o_support.the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency s targeted use.

SEP 0 1 2015

The Honorable Rob Portman
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Portman:

Thank you for your August 3, 2015 Jetter regarding harmful algal blooms and high microcystin
levels in Grand Lake St. Marys.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is supporting state and local efforts to address the
nutnent-related 1ssues that drive harmful algal blooms and mucrocystin outbreaks in Grand Lake
St. Marys. For example, EPA provided Clean Water Act Section 319 funding (§2.6 million) to
the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency for projects to improve water quality in Grand Lake
St. Marys — including in:lake treatment and projects to promote agncultural practices that reduce

of Section 319 funding to improve water quality in Grand Lake St. Marys.

While EPA-funded acuvities have helped to reduce nuirient ioading to Grand Lake St Marys,
problems persist. Manure applied as fertilizer continues to be 2 major source of excess nutnents
and tile drainage in the watershed provides a ready pathway for those nutrients 1o reach the lake.
Further progress to restore Grand Lake St. Marys will require widespread implementation of
agricultural best practices and significant additional efforts -- such as large-scale treatment
svstems to remove polhitants from tributaries that discharge to the lake.

Again, thank vou for vour letter. If vou have further guestions, please contact me or your staff
may contact Ronna Beckmann or Denise Fortin, the Region 5 Congressional Liaisons, at
312-886-3000.

Sincerely.

= 47—

Susan Hedman
Regional Adminisirator
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Congress of the United States
Washington, BE 20515

April 14, 2015

The Honorable Gina McCarthy |
Environmental Protection Agency i
Office of the Administrator 1101A 5
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.-W.
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator McCarthy:

We write to you today to inquire into the status of the Consent Decree in United States v. Lake Michi%m
Trans-Lake Shortcut, Inc., d/b/a Lake Michigan Carferry Service and S.S. Badger, Civil Action No. 1
00317 (W.D. Mich. entered into Oct. 10, 2013). Given the upcoming compliance deadline specified in!
this Consent Decree, we believe it is important that we preserve the environmental quality of Lake
Michigan by ensuring that coal-ash is no longer discharged into its waters.

As you know, the Consent Decree entered into by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and th&
Lake Michigan Carferry (LMC), the S.S. Badger’s owners, requires that the S.S. Badger cease
discharging coal-ash into Lake Michigan by the start of this operating season. A review of the
correspondence between the LMC and your agency, as well as the compliance documents submitted by
the LMC, indicates that certain milestones specified in the Consent Decree may have been missed or |
misinterpreted. This raises concern that the deadline for the S.S. Badger to stop discharging coal ash may
also be missed and result in an extension that allows for another operating season involving the disctu%gc

of coal-ash into Lake Michigan. Accordingly, we respectfully ask that you provide us with an update dn
the status of the S.S. Badger’s compliance efforts and the EPA’s plan for responding to any requests for

an extension should the S.S. Badger be unable to meet its upcoming deadline.

In addition to our water quality concerns, we would also like to inquire whether the EPA has conducted
an analysis to determine whether the S.S. Badger’s air emissions are compliant with the Clean Air Act
Given that the combustion systems of the S.S. Badger may be reconfigured, it is critical that the EPA
consider the potential effects on the air quality of the region.

As the 2015 operating season is likely to start in May, we respectfully ask that you provide us with thisg
information as soon as possible. Thank you for your consideration and please contact Shawn Kimmel
(shawn kimmel@mail.house.gov) on the staff of Congressman Lipinski and Alexandra Vecchio
(Alexandra.Vecchio@mail house.gov) on the staff of Congressman Quigley should you have any

questions,

Sincerely,

DAN LIPINSKI MIKE QUIGLE
Member of Congress Member of Congress

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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' &.B Regional Administrator r/l [~ (S oo & /
N Z Region 5
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MAY 19 2015

The Honorable Daniel Lipinski
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Lipinski:

Thank you for your April 14, 2015 letter regarding the consent decree in United States of
America v. Lake Michigan Trans-Lake Shortcut, Inc., d/b/a Lake Michigan Carferry (LMC), of
Ludington, Michigan.

Following an inspection of the S.S. Badger with the U.S. Coast Guard last week, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency confirmed that LMC has taken all the steps necessary to
permanently stop the discharge of coal ash into Lake Michigan. LMC’s elimination of coal ash
discharge was the result of a Clean Water Act enforcement action taken by EPA in September
2013 to ensure compliance with the water quality standard for mercury.

EPA’s inspector confirmed that the S.S. Badger’s mechanism to discharge coal ash has been
- removed and replaced with a system to retain coal ash. The new system will transport ash from
the ship’s four boilers to four retention bins on the car deck.

EPA required LMC to eliminate the discharge of coal ash into Lake Michigan by the end of the
2014 sailing season. EPA also required LMC to reduce its coal ash discharge in 2013 and 2014
and to pay a $25,000 civil penalty for a 2012 violation of the mercury water quality standard.

Regarding air quality, EPA has conducted a regulatory analysis and determined that the S.S.
Badger appears to be in compliance with Clean Air Act requirements. Regardless, EPA has
provided information to LMC about the installation and operation of cleaner diesel or
alternatively-fueled engines on the S.S. Badger.

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact ime or your staff
may contact Ronna Beckmann or Denise Fortin, the Region 5 Congressional Liaisons, at (312)
886-3000.

Sincerely,

ST

Susan Hedman
Regional Administrator
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DANIEL LIPINSKI COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION
an HETRICT, ILpmors ANDINFRASTHUCTURE

AW sk hodsE goy

o Sonet S Congress of the TUnited States
House of Representatives
Tashington, DE 20315 1303

July 15, 2015

COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE.
AND TECHNOLOGY

The Honorable Gina McCarthy The Honorable Susan Hedman
Administrator Region 5 Administrator
Environmental Protection Agency Environmental Protection Agency
Oftice of the Administrator 1101A 77 West Jackson Boulevard

1200 Pennsylvania Avenuc NW Chicago, IL 60604

Washington, D.C. 20460

Dear Administrator McCarthy and Regional Administrator Hedman:

We have a long standing intercst in the protection of the Great Lakes as well as regional air
quality, and as such have followed the case of the S.S. Badger closely. As such we write to you
today to request furthey clarification as to whether the S.S. Badger is in compliance with the
Clean Air Act (CAA). Given the language used in your response to our letter dated April 14th,
clarification would be greatly appreciated in determining whether further action is necessary to
protect the air of the Great Lakes region.

In your letter dated May 19", you indicated that the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
“*has conducted a regulatory analysis and dctermined that the S.S. Badger appears to be in
compliance with Clean Air Act requirements.” However, upon further discussion with EPA. it
was rcvealed that the S.S. Badger is not regulated under the Clean Air Act. Given this
discrepancy, we would like to understand whether the EPA’s May 19" statement indicates that
the S.S. Badger is in compliance with the CAA regardless of whether the CAA actually covers it
or whether the S.S. Badger appears to be in compliance mercly because the EPA has deemed that
the CAA requirements do not apply to this vessel and actual compliance with law 1s therefore
unneccessary. Additionally, we would appreciate if the EPA could provide documentation of its
legal basis tor determining that the S.S. Badger, a mobile pollution source. is not regulated under
the Clean Air Act.

Thank you for your considcration of this request. We appreciate the EPA’s attention to this
matter and look forward to receiving your clarification letter in the coming days.

Sincerely, %
ot VA

DAN LIPINSKI MIKE QUIGLEY
Member of Congress Member of Congress
6245 SOt ARCHER AVENUL 5309 W 7 957w STREFY 2228407 e S r £IDY 14700 Sixuve RAVINGG Aut T
CeiicaGo. IL 60638 Car Lann, il 60453 On: ar Pasx 1L 60462
{3121 BB6- 1481 1TOR 4,4-0853 1708 403 4373
i7731767-9395 Fax (7061 444 1B9% Fax (708 4235563 Fax
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WVED STq United States Environmental Protection Agency
S Regional Administrator
- Region 5
M J 77 West Jackson Boulevard
O Chicago, IL 60604-3590
3]
AUG 0 7 2013

The Honorable Daniel Lipinski
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Lipinski:
Thank you for your July 15, 2015 letter regarding air emissions from the S.S. Badger car ferry.

As you may know, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency aflormeys spoke with your staff on
July 21, 2015 to clarify the extent to which the 5.5. Radger is regulated under the Clean Air Act.
As EPA explained during the conference call, EPA’s Clean Air Act mobile source regulations
apply to marine vessels with spark-ignition (gas) or compression-ignition (diesel) engines. See
for example 40 C.F.R. part 94 and part 1042. EPA’s Clean Air Act regulations do not apply i0
coal-fired steam ships. Consequently, emissions from the S.S. Badger do not violate the Ciean
Alr Act. _

~ Thaok you agaip for yaur.letter If.you have further questons, piease contact me or your steff
may contact Ronna Beckmann or Denise Fortin, the Region 5 Congressicnal Liaisons, at

(312) 886-3000. ‘

Sincerely, . A
=

Susan Hedman '

Regional Administrator
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DANIEL LIPINSKi COMMITTEE ON TRANSFORTATION
3AD DISTRICT, WUNDYS AND INFRASTRUCTURE
www lipinski house.gov COMM!ILEDE 1%2 :ﬁg{g:é{(SPAcE,
P Congress of the United States
o e 70 BHouse of Representatives
TWashington, BE 20515-1303
July 15, 2015

The Honorable Gina McCarthy The Honorable Susan Hedman

Administrator Region 5 Administrator

Environmental Protection Agency Environmental Protection Agency

Office of the Administrator 1101A 77 West Jackson Boulevard

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW Chicago, IL 60604

Washington, D.C. 20460

Dear Administrator McCarthy and Regional Administrator Hedman:

We have a long standing interest in the protection of the Great Lakes as well as regional air
quality, and as such have followed the case of the S.S. Badger closely. As such we write to you
today to request furtheg clarification as to whether the S.S. Badger is in compliance with the
Clean Air Act (CAA). Given the language used in your response to our letter dated April 14th,
clarification would be greatly appreciated in determining whether further action is necessary to
protect the air of the Great Lakes region.

In your letter dated May 19", you indicated that the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
“has conducted a regulatory analysis and determined that the S.S. Badger appears to be in
compliance with Clean Air Act requirements.” However, upon further discussion with EPA, it
was revealed that the S.S. Badger is not regulated under the Clean Air Act. Given this
discrepancy, we would like to understand whether the EPA’s May 19™ statement indicates that
the S.S. Badger is in compliance with the CAA regardless of whether the CAA actually covers it
or whether the S.S. Badger appears to be in compliance merely because the EPA has deemed that
the CAA requirements do not apply to this vessel and actual compliance with law is therefore
unnecessary. Additionally, we would appreciate if the EPA could provide documentation of its
legal basis for determining that the S.S. Badger, a mobile pollution source, is not regulated under
the Clean Air Act.

Thank you for your consideration of this request. We appreciate the EPA’s attention to this
matter and look forward to receiving your clarification letter in the coming days.

o T e A

DAN LIPINSKI MIKE QUIGLEY
Member of Congress Member of Congress
8245 SOUTH AacHER AVENUE 5309 WeST 9511 STREET 222 EasT 91v STREET #109 14700 SouTH RAVINIA AVENUE
Cricaco, IL 60638 Oax Law, IL 60453 Lockeoar, IL 60441 OnLAND Parx, L 60462
{312} 886-0481 {708) 4240853 {B15) B38-199%0 {708) 4034379

{773) 767 9395 Fax (708} 424-1855 Fax {816} 838-1393 Fax {708) 403-5963 Fax
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LAMAR ALEXANDER
TENNESSEE

Anited Dtates Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

May 19, 2015

The Honorable Gina McCarthy

Administrator

Environmental Protection Agency

U.S. EPA Headquarters — William J. Clinton Building
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator McCarthy,

We write to express concerns about the treatment of nuclear power generation under EPA’s
proposed Clean Power Plan under Section 111(d) of the Clean Air Act.

This portion of EPA’s proposed rule is in need of revision because it picks winners and losers,
treats states with nuclear plants that are already under construction unfairly, and could lead to the
closure of some of our nation’s 99 nuclear reactors which provide nearly 20 percent of total U.S.
electricity and approximately 60 percent of our country’s carbon-free electricity.

First, EPA includes an arbitrary designation of six percent of nuclear generation as “at risk”
when calculating the states’ target emission rates. As proposed, the rule provides little incentive
to keep existing nuclear plants open; in fact, some states would achieve lower emissions rates if
they were to replace all of their existing nuclear generation with natural gas. Having carbon-free
nuclear generation replaced with natural gas would be counterproductive. Recognizing that
EPA’s goal is to reduce carbon emissions, all carbon-free sources should be treated equally.

Second, EPA imposes a substantially more stringent emission target in states where nuclear
plants are under construction. States should be given full credit for new carbon-free generation in
their compliance calculations. However, EPA’s approach severely disadvantages states and
utilities for taking early, voluntary action to develop new sources of clean, cheap, and reliable
nuclear energy.

Third, the proposed rule does not sufficiently incentivize the construction of new nuclear power
plants. Specifically, EPA’s compliance schedule does not take into account the amount of time
needed for licensing, permitting, and construction of a new nuclear power plant. Without the
time necessary to bring new nuclear generation online, EPA is failing to promote the only source
of carbon-free baseload electricity generation. EPA should encourage new nuclear generation
even if it takes more than a decade to come online.

EPA must recognize nuclear generation as an invaluable source of clean, cheap, and reliable
energy, and we hope that you will carefully consider our concerns before moving forward.



Sincerely,

o Arvemiin

Lamar Alexander Thomas Carper
United States Senator United States Senator

Cory Booker
United States Senator
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LAMAR ALEXANDER

TENNESSGEY

Lmted States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20610

May 19, 2015

‘The Honorable Gina McCarthy

Administrator

Environmental Protection Agency

U.S. EPA Headquarters — William J. Clinton Building
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue. N.W.

Washington, DC 20460

Dear Admuustrator McCarthy,

We write to express concerns about the treatment of nuclear power generation under EPA’s
proposed Clean Power Plan under Section | 11(d) of the Clean Air Act,

I'his portion of EPA’s proposed rule is in need of revision because it picks winners and losers,
treats states with nuclear plants that are already under construction unfairly, and could lead to the
closure of some of our nation’s 99 nuclear reactors which provide nearly 20 percent of total U.S.
electricity and approximately 60 percent of our country’s carbon-free clectricity.

First. EPA includes an arbitrary designation of six percent of nuclear generation as “at risk”
when calculating the states’ target emission rates. As proposed, the rule provides little incentive
to keep existing nucltear plants open; in fact, some states would achieve lower emissions rates if
they were to replace all of their existing nuclear generation with natural pas. Having carbon-free
nuclear generation replaced with natural gas would be counterproductive. Recogmizing that
EPA’s goal 1s to reduce carbon emissions, all carbon-free sources should be treated equally.

Second, EPA imposes a substantially more stringent emission target in states where nuclear
plants are under construction. States should be given full credit for new carbon-tree generation in
their compliance calculations. However, FPA’s approach severely disadvantages states and
atilitics tor taking carly, voluntary action to develop new sources ot clean, cheap, and rehable
nuclear encrgy.

Third, the proposed rule does not sutficiently incentivize the construction of new nuclear power
plants. Specifically, EPA’s compliance schedule does not take into account the amount of time
needed for licensing, permitting, and construction of a new nuclear power plant. Without the
time necessary to bring new nuclear generation online, EPA is failing to promote the only source
of carbon-free bascload electricity generation. EPA should encourage new nuciear generation
even if it takes more than a decade to come online.

[:PA must recognize nuclear generation as an invaluable source of clean, cheap, and rcliable
energy, and we hope that you will caretully consider our concerns before moving forward.




Sincerely,
awma Aquomiin
Lamar Alexander Thomas Carper
United States Senator United States Senator
Cory Booker ) o

United States Senator
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OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION

The Honorable Lamar Alexander
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Alexander:

Thank you for your letter of May 19, 2015, to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator
Gina McCarthy regarding the Clean Power Plan for existing power plants that was signed by the
Administrator on June 2, 2014, and published in the Federal Register on June 18, 2014. The
Administrator asked that I respond on her behalf.

Climate change induced by human activities is one of the greatest challenges of our time. It already
threatens human health and welfare and our economic well-being, and if left unchecked, it will have
devastating impacts on the United States and the planet. Power plants are the largest source of carbon
dioxide emissions in the United States, accounting for roughly one-third of all domestic greenhouse gas
emissions. The proposed Clean Power Plan builds on what states, cities and businesses around the
country are already doing to reduce carbon pollution and establishes a flexible process for states to
develop plans to reduce carbon dioxide that meet their needs. We have placed your comments regarding
the treatment of nuclear power generation under the Clean Power Plan in the docket for this rulemaking.

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may
contact Kevin Bailey in the EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at
bailey.kevinj@epa.gov or at (202) 564-2998.

Sincerely,

‘__\ y&.‘)c_(-—s"—-

Janet G. McCabe
Acting Assistant Administrator

intemet Address (URL) @ htip//www epa.gov .
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